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The heart of South Venice since 1955

SAVE THE DATE!

ARE YOU READY?

YARD SALE AT SVCA
To be held outdoors

This has been such an active storm season (sparing us so far) that NOAA
is about to run out names on the 2020 list—and may already have by
the time you read this! The only other time it
happened was in 2005.
Let’s hope our luck holds out, but the season
runs through November 30, so do not let your
guard down and stay prepared. Even a strong
tropical storm can knock out power. Many of
us have been through hurricane season many
times and learned to be prepared. Don’t wait
till the last minute.
Of course, Covid-19 is a new twist this time
and adds new challenges for those who evacuate—to friends inland or
to evacuation centers.
Find County information at https://www.scgov.net/government/
emergency-services/hurricane-preparedness/homeowners.
On page 7 inside, you’ll find some preparedness checklists, but here are
a few other tips we’ve learned over the years. Fill tub with clean water;

October 17, 2020

We’re calling this one the Pre-Sale
Sale in advance of the big Annual
sale which will be in February.
Why TWO sales? Because donations for the 2021 event have
already been so generous, we’ve
run out of storage space—even
after acquiring a large storage
trailer earlier this year.
Indoor meetings and events at the
Civic Association are on hold for
now. We’ll keep in touch by email
as and if circumstances change.

Meanwhile, let us all:

WEAR OUR MASKS
SOCIAL DISTRANCE WHEN WE CAN
STAY SAFE, AND
BE GOOD NEIGHBORS
BOTH THE SVCA AND TRUST
OFFICES ARE CLOSED TO WALK IN
TRAFFIC AT PRESENT. You can still
contact us by phone to
941-493-0006 or by email to
info@southvenicebeach.org

SVCA’s MISSION
To protect, preserve and improve
our community’s character,
conditions and quality of life.

To bring South Venice together to
promote the civic, social,
intellectual and recreational
interests of South Venice

Peak hurricane season is here

Continued on Page 7

FROM DUKE DOOGUE

Message from the President

My fellow SVCA members, I hope that you and your
families are well and doing well and adapting to life
under the Covid-19 challenges.
We are now less than four months away from the beginning of 2021. The Covid-19 pandemic continues to
move through the United States and to cause more
infections, especially among teenage and college age
youth. These infections are directly related to many of
the students not heeding the need to use masks,
avoid large social gatherings, and to practice safe social distancing. I remember as a college student that the attraction of off-campus parties
was so strong and we all thought we were bulletproof in those days.
Continued on Page 2
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President’s Message
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There is tremendous pressure on the drug manufacturers to
find a vaccine. I believe that one will be found, either before
the end of this year or early in 2021 - that alone would be great
cause for optimism.
Eventually we probably will all have to be inoculated, to protect ourselves into the future.
November 3 brings the election and either President Trump
will be re-elected or former Vice-President Biden will be elected. Either way, the incoming president will have to deal with
rapidly finding ways to employ the over 30 million Americans
currently unemployed and struggling to survive, as well as a
host of pressing social needs.
I anticipate something like the New Deal Economics, which was
employed at the end of the Great Depression, to mobilize our
unemployed population once again and to attack the serious
issues of the crumbling infrastructure in our country.
Our roads, bridges, ports and airport facilities all need to be
repaired and updated if we are once again going to compete
aggressively on the world trade market. Clearly a lot of money
will be pumped into the economy to get America back to work
again, which in itself will improve everybody’s condition
Currently Interest rates for home purchases are extremely low,
I heard of a 30 year conventional mortgage at 2.25% fixed the
other day – incredibly low, and this in itself is helping to foster
a purchasing boom. Real estate values have started to increase,
and there is a tremendous shortage of inventory for sale in
Venice. The ideal conditions for a sellers’ market, where demand far outstrips the supply of available homes for sale.
Continued on page 4
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Coming to South Venice!
If you’re a Culver’s fan, here’s something to smile
about. You no longer will have to drive up to the
store by I-75 on Jacaranda. Sometime between
Thanksgiving and Christmas, there will be one
right here on the corner of Shamrock and US 41
next to Checkers. With all the new stores at the
rejuvenated (nearly adjoining and ironically
named) Jacaranda Plaza, we’re seeing more and
more national retailers in our little corner of Paradise! Both Venice locations are owned by Scott
and Liz Mersinger, a young local family and we extend a big SVCA welcome to the community!

ANOTHER CORONA CASUALTY

Golf Cart raffle drawing
postponed to December 31

As many of you are already aware, the Raffle
Drawing scheduled to take place at our 2020
BBQ with Bandana on July 4, has been postponed to December 31, 2020. We had to cancel
our July 4 party but have our fingers crossed
that- circumstances allowing of course – we can
have a New Years Eve party. If there’s no party,
the drawing will be on that date at the SVCA at
5:00pm and the winner will be notified immediately and the rest of you will be notified in the
WAVE January issue.
We changed the drawing date because the pandemic and the resulting cancellations of all
events, meetings and social gatherings slowed –
nearly stopped - ticket sales and, as our members know, this raffle is a fund-raiser for the
SVCA. Ticket sales were going GREAT until Covid
hit.
A few purchasers contacted us after July 4 went
by without a drawing asking what was going on.
Most of the people we spoke with were supportive of our decision.
One person – perhaps because she’s not a
member – was not at all in agreement. Eventually, we gave her a refund and took her ticket
stubs out of the drawing.
So, until December, sincere thanks to all of you
who are hanging in there with us. As much as
we hope we don’t have to, we will issue a re-

fund if you wish. Make your request before December 30 to Julie in the office at info@southvenicebeach.org or 941-493-0006.

2020 FUNDRAISER
Win a 4-seater

Golf Cart !

Raffle tickets are $50
Only 48 (of 250) left!

Drawing to be
held on
December 31,
2020
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Tickets: CALL OR EMAIL THE OFFICE

941-493-0006
info@southvenicebeach.org

tor John Meyer and the South Venice Beach Endowment Trust, who have continued to rent from us.
We have also been looking to strengthen our hall
rental business, and we developed a rack card broOur amazing boat ramp key holders are doing a great
chure, marketing the hall, and this has been placed at
job of helping to monitor the boat ramp by locking
the airport, at the Chamber of Commerce, and also
the chain after launching and removhanded out to other potential renters such as Toasting their boats.
masters Groups, Business Network International, (BNI
Karan, our Trust Administrator, and I
have enjoyed spending
time at the boat ramp
the last few weekends.
It has been good to get
to know more of our
key holders and to see
them heading out for a
fun day fishing or simply relaxing. It is
only by their diligence that we are able
to hold folks without keys accountable.
Also, kudos to the kayakers that are utilizing the kayak launch and staying away
from the boat ramp. More and more
kayakers have come to the understanding that there is a difference between
motorized and non-motorized boats and
the need to use the appropriate launch.
We are glad that we have been able to
offer a kayak launch --without charge-for the last several years.
The ferry continues to run daily except
Wednesday. There are two sunset runs also. Although groups), funeral homes, larger corporations looking
the number of passengers remains limited, our beach for a venue for a corporate event, Mary Kay distribuis open for business! And there have been some great tors, high schools, and florists, trying to increase the
beach days and sunsets!! See you at “our beach”.
hall rental business for the SVCA.
We are also continuing to improve our hall. To that
end, we had the large garage sale in February which
Continued from Page 3
was very successful and contributed approximately
$3,200 to the price of a new electrical upgrade.
The stock market is booming, merger and takeover
activity is increasing strongly, and all of this will help Thank you, as always, for your great support of the
SVCA! Be well ! Be safe !
to get the economy moving again.
Locally we are having wave upon wave of baby boomers coming to retire down in the Venice area and also
increasing numbers of non-retirement aged people,
leaving the colder, high tax, high crime states for the
safety and warmth of Florida.
Here are the State and Federal
All of this bodes very well for us in the coming years
official sites
in South Venice.
floridahealthcovid19.gov
As an organization, we have cut our expenses, and
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV
have lived within our income, and we give particular
thanks for the support of our two great renters, Pas-

FROM SANDY McHENRY, Chair

Beach Trust News

President’s Message

For updated Information
about Coronavirus:
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A Page from our history
The June 2001 issue of the South
Venice News announced the
incorporation of the South Venice
Beach Endowment Trust by the
South Venice Civic Association.
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Soak Up Summer Savings with

Plumbing

Septic

Gas

• Repipes & Repairs
• Septic
Inspections
Inspections
• Water Heaters
• Tub
&
Shower
Units
• ATU Maintenance
Leak Detections
• Boilers
•• Water
• Repairs
Water Heaters
Heaters
Pumpings
• Tankless
•• Garbage
Disposals
•
Installations
Garbage Disposals
Repairs
Water Heaters
•• Backflows
• Pump
Stations
Backﬂows
Installations
• Repairs
•• Remodels/New
Const. • Sewer
Hookups
Plumbing Repairs
Pump Stations
• Installations
•• Water
Hookups
Remodels/ New Construction
•• Well
Plumbing
Sewer&and
Water Hookups
Inspections
Fully Licensed and Insured #CFC1427155

Today
for a FREE Estimate!!
a FREE
Estimate!!
Coupon Call Today forCall
Mention this
Northport 429-8200
Northport 429-8200
ad and save
10% OFF Venice/Sarasota
Venice/Sarasota
497-7900
497-7900

$

25

Backflow
Test Service
Your Next Plumbing
(value
to exceed $100)
whennot
you

limit onethis
coupon
per service call
mention
ad

10%

Bradenton/Lakewood
Ranch 747-9700
Bradenton
747-9700

www.masterplumbersfl.com
www.masterplumbersandseptic.com
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FROM SANDY TULENKO

Protect our wildlife
I recently found our resident gopher
tortoise on the street behind our
house. She had been hit by a car and
was badly injured. I rushed her over
to the Wildlife Center of Venice but it
doesn’t look good and she may not
survive.
Gopher tortoises are a protected
species. I was told that the females are more vulnerable now because it’s nesting season. There are also
baby hatchlings to look out for. Our tortoises are
every bit as important as our sea turtles and we
should strive to protect them.
So PLEASE BE CAREFUL when you’re driving in our
neighborhoods and keep your eyes open for these
unique creatures.

UPCOMING COMMUNITY
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

November 7

The Grove at Seminole & Quincy

The virus has made scheduling projects difficult.
Please hang in with us and we look forward to when
we can all work together again keeping South Venice
beautiful!

To join one of our teams or just
learn more about what we do,
contact:

Marla Wilcox at
mswlcx_50@msn.com
or call her at 303-818-3641
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Hurricane preparedness

Information about evacuation centers as well as
transportation resources for special needs can be
(Continued from Page 1)
found at the County website at
https://
take detailed photos of valuables in the house; even if www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/
you’re planning to shelter in place, it’s a good idea to hurricane-preparedness/homeowners
have a back up plan in case you need to evacuate.
And my favorite tip—If power goes out, the contents
of your freezer are at risk. You can cook the meat before the storm and then keep it cold in a cooler.
Better than tossing out meat that’s gone bad!
Checklist:
• Drinking water, one gallon per person, per day, for
at least three days
• Non perishable foods
• Medications, prescriptions and a first aid kit (Refill
RXs before storm if you can)
• Battery-operated radio, Flashlight and extra
batteries
• Cash (ATMs may be out-of-service)
• Auxiliary charger for your phone
• Prepare a folder with your insurance papers, deed
or lease, medical information, family contact information. Take it with you if you have to leave
the house!
• Have a full tank of gasoline in your car.

September Funny

For 65 years, the SVCA
has been here for South
Venice, for YOU!
MEMBERSHIP MAKES US STRONG

MEMBERSHIP MAKES US
A COMMUNITY

Reach out to your neighbor s — invite them to join

When we’re strong, we are heard at the County on civic and service issues that
affect South Venice— like tree trimming, ditch mowing, code enforcement, mosquito spraying, drain maintenance, zoning, permitting, water and sewer.
Together, we work to keep South Venice Beach a community to be proud of!

Beautiful Neighborhoods Initiative • Water Quality Task Force • Siesta Waterway Clean-up • Shamrock
Park Clean-up • Community Emergency Response Team • International Coastal Cleanup • Government
Affairs Committee to track issues and liaise with Sarasota County
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Attention Community Residents
A Note From Your Newsletter Publisher:

We are Community Media – the publisher of your community newsle�er.
We hope that you all are staying safe during the coronavirus pandemic. This is aﬀec�ng
many aspects of daily life for almost every American. Our oﬃce staﬀ is following the CDC
guidelines of staying home when not feeling well, seeking medical help when necessary,
and washing hands constantly.
We encourage you to follow the same guidelines located at coronavirus.gov.

The phrase “We’re all in this together” is more meaningful now more than ever.

What are we doing?

We are s�ll providing a FREE newsle�er to your community.
This newsle�er is FREE to your community because we partner with local and regional
businesses to adver�se their products and services in this newsle�er.
We are temporarily reducing publishing expenses so we can con�nue to publish your
newsle�er long term. For your community newsle�er this may include:
Making sure the page count of each newsle�er is in line with current adver�ser support
Verifying the number of newsle�er copies needed so we don’t print too many
newsle�ers

What can you, as a community resident, do?

U�lize the businesses in your newsle�er.
Whether you are searching for home services, health care providers, insurance, and
almost anything else...CHECK YOUR NEWSLETTER FIRST!
These businesses choose to support your community newsle�er so please let them
know you appreciate them.
Do you have any sugges�ons for adver�sers? If so we’d love to reach out to them.
Be pa�ent and kind with each other, especially now. Reach out to friends and neighbors
who may need help.

941.375.3699
220 Bahama St. • Venice, FL • 34285

www.4CommunityMedia.com
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@4communitymedia or
facebook.com/4communitymedia

Got an event? Rent our hall!
We’re open for rentals during the Coronavirus pandemic. We’re following the
guidelines set by the CDC—and the hall can still accommodate up to 100 people.

Weddings • Company Parties • Birthdays
Organization Meetings • Classes • Speakers
Graduation Parties • Showers • Memorials
Family or Class Reunions • Dances
Exhibitions • Product Demonstrations
Anniversaries • Quinceañeras

AFFORDABLE and CONVENIENT AMPLE PARKING FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN
Contact Julie in the office at 941-493-0006 or info@southvenicebeach.org for hall availability and more information. (Additional cleaning fees and taxes apply.)
SVCA MEMBER RATES

FULL DAY: full hall $360 or half hall $240
HALF DAY: full hall $220 or half hall $120

NON-MEMBER RATES

FULL DAY: full hall $450 or half hall $300
HALF DAY: full hall $260 or half hall $150
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ASK ABOUT
MONTHLY or
WEEKLY RATES

Home Sales: JULY 6 to AUGUST 15, 2020
Address

HTD

BE FB Built

Pool
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Garage ADOM

List Price

Close

Home Sales: JULY 6 to AUGUST 15, 2020
Address
Price

HTD

BE FB Built

Pool

Garage ADOM

List Price

Close

State of the Market

KELLEY ANN AYERS, Ayers Team, Exit King Realty
The Gulf is not the only thing that has heated up this summer! The South Venice Beach
real estate market is HOT and it is still a Seller’s Market! Inventory is shockingly low, we
have been in multiple offer situations and one house went for $15,000 over asking price
because of all the offers.
There were 59 SALES IN LAST 40 DAY PERIOD. . . the highest sale in the last period was
for $350,000 and was a very nicely updated home built in 1971 on Wisteria Road. NINE
homes sold for over $300,000 this period while thirty-one homes sold in the 200’s and
nineteen homes closed between $100,000 and $200,000. The average “sold price per
square foot” was $168.72, again very consistent and the average sale price this period
was $235,254. Also, the Average Days On Market was 98, all great news for homeowners of South Venice Beach! I mentioned the inventory is really low, especially compared
to the report in May – there were 94 Active listings then and there are only 44 now!
There are 76 homes Under Contract at the time of this article (August 15) . . . that’s a
big number! We thought it would be a strong third and fourth quarter and it seems to
be on track so far!
My sister Katheren and I are experts in South Venice having sold fifteen homes in South
Venice since beginning of the year. People from the northeast are here now looking for homes to buy! It is clearly a
Seller’s Market right now. If you are thinking of selling or buying Please call for a confidential free market analysis!
Disclaimer: The sales information was gathered from the Multiple Listing Service and sales were by various participants of MLS.
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Water Coloring with Carol Merenda every Wednesday at SVCA
OUR CLASSES HAVE RESUMED!

Monthly sessions. Course starts the first Wednesday of
every month 1:00 to 4:00pm
The full course is $90 (plus supplies)

New students may register at the class or contact instructor Carol at 941-366-2866 to get started.
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Voted Best Real Estate Agent

EIGHTH

REMax Hall of Fame Award
Lifetime Achievement Award

Alliance Group
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1314 East Venice Avenue, Venice, FL 34285
A proven performer and a professional,
dedicated, full time real estate agent.

TO LIST or SELL, CALL:
(941) 544-3775 | (941) 488-6262

email: gae.stewart@gaestewart.com

Gae Stewart-Dudley

Stop in and see our
model home on
Flamingo Rd.
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