Remember: turn clocks back November 1

The heart of South Venice since 1955

OCTOBER 2020

WE’RE HAVING A PRE-SALE SALE

Outdoor Yard sale at
SVCA October 17—yeah!
Last February at the SVCA

FROM DUKE DOOGUE

Message from the President

I saw a funny post on Facebook the other day,
that showed a picture of the weather forecast for
the next seven days, and someone had humorously ringed a 69° overnight temperature, and
titled the photograph a cold snap in Florida.
We are truly very blessed to live in Florida with
the beautiful weather and the opportunities we
have to enjoy what the subtropical lifestyle has to
offer. I saw another post on Facebook the other
day that said you can tell the changing of the seasons in Florida by when the color of the auto tags changes and we
welcome back the many snowbirds.
This year, unfortunately, we are unlikely to get a lot of our Canadian
friends coming to winter down in Florida, as there are many restrictions on their reentering Canada after they have been down in
the United States.
Continued on Page 2

SATURDAY 9am to 2pm

October 17
OUTDOOR YARD SALE

We’re calling this one the Pre-Sale
Sale in advance of the big Annual
sale which will be in February.
Why TWO sales? Because donations for
the 2021 event have been amazing! So
generous that we’ve already run out of
storage space—even after acquiring a
large storage trailer earlier this year. So
we’re doing an outdoor sale now to make
some room for the donations still coming.
Note that indoor meetings and events at
SVCA are still on hold for now.

South Venice
Civic Association

The heart of South Venice
since 1955

BOTH THE SVCA AND TRUST OFFICES
ARE CLOSED TO WALK IN TRAFFIC AT
PRESENT. You can still contact us by
phone to 941-493-0006 or by email to
info@southvenicebeach.org

720 Alligator Drive
South Venice Beach, FL 34293

Meanwhile, let us all:

Phone: 941-493-0006

Office hours: 9:00am to 1:00pm
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday
www.SouthVeniceBeach.org
info@southvenicebeach.org
BOARD OFFICERS

WEAR OUR MASKS
SOCIAL DISTRANCE WHEN WE CAN
STAY SAFE, AND
BE GOOD NEIGHBORS

Bernard ‘Duke’ Doogue, President
Maureen Holland, Vice-president
Dianna Brannan, Treasurer
Gail Parker, Secretary

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
Rick Curwood
Walt Ernst
Cherry Giovinazzo
Jerry Bannon
Sandy Tulenko

South Venice Beach WAVE

Editor: Maureen Holland
maureenholland@comcast.net

FREE WI-FI AT SVCA
NETWORK NAME:

SVCA

ACCESS KEY:

civic1955

Community Media is
the exclusive publisher
of this newsletter

South Venice Beach Wave

FOR ADVERTISING RATES 941-375-3699
PO Box 1023, Venice FL 34284
Clayton@4CommunityMedia.com
The SVCA, the SVBET, Board of Directors, Trustees or its
assigns will not be held liable for any services provided,
work performed or offers made by any advertiser appearing in The Wave.

SVCA’s MISSION

To protect, preserve and improve our
community’s character, conditions and
quality of life. To bring South Venice together to promote the civic, social,
intellectual and recreational interests of
South Venice.

Contact the Board of Directors:

Walt Ernst
walterernst4@gmail.com
941-493-8138
Rick Curwood
ricksreddog2@comcast.net
941-493-5613
Dianna Brannan
dbrannan4501@yahoo.com
314-602-0297
Gail Parker
gaprk5@aol.com
941-244-0814

Joan ‘Cherry’ Giovinazzo
kimballroad888@gmail.com
215-872-2943
Bernard ‘Duke’ Doogue
bdoogue@comcast.net
941-220-3407

Jerry Bannon
jgbannon@optonline.com
845-642-0339

Sandy Tulenko
Maureen Holland
maureenholland@comcast.net stulenko@msn.com
973-809-7143
941-408-4065
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President’s Message
Continued from Page 1

There are a number of jokes about being careful of the
snowbirds, especially on the roads, but at the end of the
day snowbirds and other visitors are very important to our
economy here in South Florida. These visitors spend a lot of
money and help to bolster our economy, which, like everywhere else in America, has been badly affected by the
COVID 19 crisis.
Many of these visitors, and snowbirds, are either returning
to real estate properties they own here currently, or may
be renting, and many of those renters will ultimately
choose to purchase down in South Florida and to either
retain them as winter residences, spending six months up
North, and then six months in Florida, or conversely may
decide to retire here permanently, as we did, after having
owned our property, and renting it out annually for six
years.
So please exercise a little patience with our visitors, as they
help this economy and potentially are future full-time residents.
The advent of fall is very noticeable, in how dark it is in the
mornings as we go about our daily schedules. Also, we are
losing 2 to 3 minutes a day of sunlight at the end of the
day, but this is a small price to pay, compared to what
folks up north have to put up with, experiencing very
cold weather, snow and sleet.
Having been born and living the early part of my life in
the Southern Hemisphere, I initially found it depressing,
when living in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, to get up in
the dark and come home in the dark in Winter. Some
people actually suffer from what is called SAD - otherwise known as seasonal affective disorder, which is quite
common in winter, with locations further north towards
the Arctic Circle. The cure for seasonal affective disorder
is actually very simple, and that is a daily exposure to a
bank of bright lights, which allow for an improvement in
people’s spirits.
We are rapidly approaching election day, and I would
encourage everybody, who can, and who is eligible to
vote, to exercise your right. Many countries unfortunately are totalitarian regimes, and that right is not afforded
to them, and yet other countries, such as Belarus, and
Venezuela, ignore or deliberately, fraudulently, change
the election results and continue to govern.
As an ex-Australian citizen, I will share an interesting fact
with you, and that is that in Australia, it is compulsory to
vote. This is a hangover from the Australian version of
McCarthyism, in which Australia feared that a communist government, might get in and take over the country.
I was away on business in New Zealand one year, and
returned to my home in Melbourne, Australia, to find a
note on my door, requesting me to appear at the police

station, as I had failed to vote. I had to prove, by providing
my passport, that I had actually been away on business,
and hence did not vote in the election. In Australia, you
have to exercise your vote, even if you mark a large X on
your voting document, if you don’t approve of any of the
candidates, but you must vote.
In the 2016 general election 138 million Americans voted,
however they only represented 58.1% of the voting eligible
population in the United States.
The ballot box is the most democratic way to express your
opinions and to effect change - so please vote, and let your
voice be heard!
Please also take all the necessary precautions, such as
wearing a mask, social distancing, and washing and sanitizing your hands frequently, during this COVID 19 crisis! Be
safe! Be well!

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SEND LETTERS TO:
maureenholland@comcast.net
Names withheld upon request; all letters
are subject to review

2020 FUNDRAISER
Win a 4-seater

Golf Cart !

Raffle tickets are $50
Only 48 left!

Drawing to be
held on
December 31,
2020

Page 3

Tickets: CALL OR EMAIL THE OFFICE

941-493-0006
info@southvenicebeach.org

We will of course continue also to keep the South
Venice community informed in the monthly WAVE, as
your community is our community!
If any members have not received a newsletter or anFROM RHONDA TIPPET
yone else is interested in the club would like to request one, please contact Rhonda Tippett, SVGC secThe South Venice Garden Club board members met in retary, at hatboxrose@mac.com.
late August and decided to suspend meetings for the
safety of our members due to Covid-19 concerns. The
club normally meets monthly from September
through May at the South Venice Civic Association
and we hope to again in the near future.
All memberships fees are suspended until we resume
meetings. In the meantime, the club website can be
accessed at SouthVeniceGardenClub.com.
We have also started a monthly email newsletter to
stay in contact with our members, the first one was
sent out in September. Future newsletters will showcase members gardens, interviews with members by
our club President Yvonne Schuler and will contain
gardening links and information.
SOUTH VENICE GARDEN CLUB

Clippings

Corona Humor
They said a mask was
enough to go to the
grocery store.
They lied. Everybody else
had clothes on.

MASTER
MASTER
HALF
PAGE AD
PLUMBERS
PLUMBERS

Soak Up Summer Savings with

Plumbing

Septic

Gas

• Repipes & Repairs
• Septic
Inspections
Inspections
• Water Heaters
• Tub
Shower Units
• ATU Maintenance
Leak&Detections
• Boilers
•• Water
Heaters
• Repairs
Water Heaters
Pumpings
• Tankless
•• Garbage
• Installations
Garbage Disposals
Disposals
Repairs
Water Heaters
•• Backflows
• Pump
Stations
Backﬂows
Installations
• Repairs
•• Remodels/New
Const. • Sewer
Hookups
Plumbing Repairs
Pump Stations
• Installations
•• Water
Hookups
Remodels/ New Construction
•• Well
Plumbing
Sewer&and
Water Hookups
Inspections
Fully Licensed and Insured #CFC1427155

Today
for a FREE Estimate!!
a FREE
Estimate!!
Coupon Call Today forCall
Mention this
Northport 429-8200
Northport 429-8200
ad and save
10% OFF Venice/Sarasota
Venice/Sarasota
497-7900
497-7900

$

25

Backflow
Test Service
Your Next Plumbing
(value
to exceed $100)
whennot
you

limit onethis
coupon
per service call
mention
ad

10%

Bradenton/Lakewood
Ranch 747-9700
Bradenton
747-9700

www.masterplumbersfl.com
www.masterplumbersandseptic.com
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People, parties, projects . . .
while we’re all missing them,
we also know it’ll all be
back. Here’s hoping 2021 is
the rockin’est year at SVCA
ever!

SAVE THE DATE!

Sunday, November 29
5:00 to 8:00pm

We hope to have Bandana here next
month for an outdoor concert . We’ll
have all the details in the next issue.
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UPCOMING COMMUNITY
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

We’re Back!

To join one of our teams or
just learn more about what
we do, contact:

1/2 PAGE
VERTICAL

Marla Wilcox at
mswlcx_50@msn.com
303-818-3641
The virus has made scheduling
projects difficult for many
months, but now the county has eased up on its
guidelines, and we have a green light to resume our
Trash Buddy projects once again.

Saturday, October 17 - 9:00am

Venetian Waterway Clean-up

We meet in Shamrock Park by the tennis courts.
Bring your gloves and pickers. Trash bags will be furnished. If you need gloves they will be provided. Also, please wear masks if social distancing cannot be
maintained.

Saturday, November 7 - 9:00am

Grove Workday at Siesta Creek

Meet at corner of Seminole and Quincy. Workers
are encouraged to bring yard tools. There are weeds
to be removed and general tidying up of the area.
Neighbors have been great in keeping the area
mowed and looking good. Face masks please. Trash
bags will be provided and the County will be picking
up the large pile of refuse

Saturday, December - 9:00am

Alligator Drive Clean-Up
Meet in the SVCA parking lot.

Community Emergency Response Team
CERT Team as of now is not meeting but discussions
are underway with other local groups and with potential volunteers for South Venice CERT. Anyone
interested in joining this essential community effort,
contact Marla.
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FROM TERESA GOOD, Shamrock Park

•

What’s up at the Park

•

Over 90 black spiny-tailed iguanas have been removed from the park during the months of August
and September. They are native to Central and South •
America and pose a threat to Florida native animal
species. Iguana impacts on the environment include
consuming eggs of small (hatching) birds and tortoises, insects and vegetation. Iguanas compete with tortoises for foraging opportunities and may displace
them from their burrows. They are also adept at
climbing trees, thus the are opportunistic bird nest
predators.
You may see Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) or contractual staff in the park
with a pellet gun used for management purposes.
When in the park they will be wearing clothing identifying themselves as such. Sarasota County strives to
remove as many of these invasive exotic animals as
possible.
MEANWHILE HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING:
• The restrooms are open again at Shamrock Park

The Park Nature Center is again open on Saturdays from 9:00am to 1:00pm.
Seasons and Serendipity walks are happening
again on the second Friday of every month.
Please call 941-861-5000 or go online to
scgov.net/parks to register. Class size is limited.
A Paw Print scavenger hunt map is available in
the nature center on Saturdays from 9:00am to
1:00pm if you are interested in having some fun
with your kids outside! It is about a mile in length
and covers many fun areas of the park. You can
pick up a map and then do the scavenger hunt at
your convenience!

For 65 years, the SVCA
has been here for South
Venice, for YOU!
MEMBERSHIP MAKES US STRONG

MEMBERSHIP MAKES US
A COMMUNITY

Reach out to your neighbor s — invite them to join

When we’re strong, we are heard at the County on civic and service issues that
affect South Venice— like tree trimming, ditch mowing, code enforcement, mosquito spraying, drain maintenance, zoning, permitting, water and sewer.
Together, we work to keep South Venice Beach a community to be proud of!

Beautiful Neighborhoods Initiative • Water Quality Task Force • Siesta Waterway Clean-up • Shamrock
Park Clean-up • Community Emergency Response Team • International Coastal Cleanup • Government
Affairs Committee to track issues and liaise with Sarasota County
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Attention Community Residents A Note From Your Newsletter Publisher:
We are Community Media – the publisher of your community newsle�er.
We hope that you all are staying safe during the coronavirus pandemic. This is aﬀec�ng many aspects of daily life for almost
every American. Our oﬃce staﬀ is following the CDC guidelines of staying home when not feeling well, seeking medical help
when necessary, and washing hands constantly.
We encourage you to follow the same guidelines located at coronavirus.gov.

The phrase “We’re all in this together” is more meaningful now more than ever.
What are we doing?

We are s�ll providing a FREE newsle�er to your community.
This newsle�er is FREE to your community because we partner with local and regional businesses to adver�se their products
and services in this newsle�er.
We are temporarily reducing publishing expenses so we can con�nue to publish your newsle�er long term. For your
community newsle�er this may include:
Making sure the page count of each newsle�er is in line with current adver�ser support
Verifying the number of newsle�er copies needed so we don’t print too many newsle�ers

What can you, as a community resident, do?

Suggest businesses to support your newsle�er with adver�sing.
Who does work in/on your home? Home services trades like roofers, plumbers, A/C, etc.
Who provides other services for your? insurance, doctors, travel, etc.
Any other businesses your patronize?
Let us know and we’d love to reach out to them.
Be pa�ent and kind with each other, especially now. Reach out to friends and neighbors who may need help.

941.375.3699

@4communitymedia or
facebook.com/4communitymedia

A Full Service Contractor
220 Bahama St. • Venice, FL • 34285

www.4CommunityMedia.com

FLO-TECH SERVICES

REPIPE Plumbing
PRO’S
AIR CONDITIONING

FREE
ESTIMATES
PLUMBING
________
• Emergency
M
AINTENANCE
Service
AGREEMENTS
• Remodeling
Bath & Kitchen&
REMODELING
Fixtures

and Air Conditioning

• Servicing All
Brands
AIR CONDITIONING
• Emergency
AND
Service
PLUMBING
• Maintenance
Agreements
Available
•Licenced Technicians
State Certified
#CFC1426781
#CFC1817540

• REPIPE PRO’S
•Water Heaters

A Full Service Contractor
For all your service needs, call 941.426.3664

PLUMBING

FREE
Estimates

flo-techservicesinc.com
AND
AIR CONDITIONING
Free 10 year Labor Warranty *Expires
For all your On
service
needs,
call 941.426.3664
* 12/31/2020
All York
Air Conditioners
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Got an event? Rent our hall!
We’re open for rentals during the Coronavirus pandemic. We’re following the
guidelines set by the CDC—and the hall can still accommodate up to 100 people.

Weddings • Company Parties • Birthdays
Organization Meetings • Classes • Speakers
Graduation Parties • Showers • Memorials
Family or Class Reunions • Dances
Exhibitions • Product Demonstrations
Anniversaries • Quinceañeras

AFFORDABLE and CONVENIENT AMPLE PARKING FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN
Contact Julie in the office at 941-493-0006 or info@southvenicebeach.org for hall availability and more information. (Additional cleaning fees and taxes apply.)
SVCA MEMBER RATES

FULL DAY: full hall $360 or half hall $240
HALF DAY: full hall $220 or half hall $120

NON-MEMBER RATES

FULL DAY: full hall $450 or half hall $300
HALF DAY: full hall $260 or half hall $150
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ASK ABOUT
MONTHLY or
WEEKLY RATES

Home Sales: AUGUST 16 to SEPT 15, 2020
Address

HTD BE FB Built
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Pool

Garage ADOM

List Price

Close Price

State of the Market
KELLEY ANN AYERS, Ayers Team, Exit King Realty

WOW! There were 46 SALES IN LAST 30 DAY PERIOD . . . The highest sale was
a new build on Pecan Road that closed for $417,500. The average “sold price
per square foot” was $165.86, consistent with the average sale price of
$244,227. Also, the Average Days On Market was 29 – which means properties are selling very fast. Because of that, inventory Is still shockingly low –
there are only 48 active listings compared to the report in May there were
94! Lastly, 56 homes are under contract at the time of this article, September 22. My sister Katheren and I are experts in South Venice; we’ve sold
fifteen homes in South Venice since beginning of the year. People from the
northeast are here now looking to buy–and it continues to be a real seller’s market, so If you are
thinking of selling or buying, please call for a confidential free market analysis!
Disclaimer: The sales information was gathered from the Multiple Listing Service and sales were by various participants of MLS. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Welcome to the
best neighborhood
in Sarasota County!

Water Coloring with Carol Merenda every Wednesday at SVCA
OUR CLASSES HAVE RESUMED!

Monthly sessions. Course starts the first Wednesday of
every month 1:00 to 4:00pm
The full course is $90 (plus supplies)

New students may register at the class or contact instructor Carol at 941-366-2866 to get started.
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$

South Venice Civic Association
720 Alligator Drive
South Venice Beach FL 34293
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CURRENT RESIDENT OR

AD
Voted Best Real Estate Agent

EIGHTH

REMax Hall of Fame Award
Lifetime Achievement Award

Alliance Group

PAGE AD

1314 East Venice Avenue, Venice, FL 34285
A proven performer and a professional,
dedicated, full time real estate agent.

TO LIST or SELL, CALL:
(941) 544-3775 | (941) 488-6262

email: gae.stewart@gaestewart.com

Gae Stewart-Dudley

Stop in and see our
model home on
Flamingo Rd.

HALF PAGE AD

941-493-7931
firesidehomes.com
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