
                                     News from and about your neighborhood on the Gulf MARCH 2019                    

Pancake Breakfast   
All you can eat!  

   

MARCH  9    
8:00 to 10:00am 

Adults   $7   
Under 12   $4    
Toddlers free 

   
MARCH GENERAL MEETING 
MONDAY, MARCH 18 at 7:00pm 

GUEST SPEAKER: Steve Suau    

Septic and Water Issues in South 
Venice, Red Tide and Nitrogen 
Steve is a Hydrologist/Stormwater Engi-

neer and former director of Sarasota 
County Stormwater. Serves on Advisory 
Committee for Charlotte Harbor Estuary 

Program and is currently serves as a Trus-
tee of the South Venice Beach Trust.      

As always, stay for coffee and desserts  
   

Saturday, MARCH 16—8am to 1pm 
South Venice Garden Club 

Annual Plant, Rummage 
and Bake Sale 

DETAILS ON PAGE 3 
 

Monthly Meetings 
SVCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Monday, MARCH 11 at 4:00pm    

SVBET TRUSTEES MEETING 
Wednesday,  MARCH 20 at 7:00pm 

 Committees and Clubs 
 SOUTH VENICE BOOK CLUB 

Tuesday, MARCH  12 at 4:00pm 
   

CAMERA CLUB  
Every Monday 10:00am to noon 

SOUTH VENICE HISTORY 

SVCA donates 60 years of history 
to County archives 
Last year, Laraine Jansen and Maureen Holland undertook to dig into all 
the documents in storage cabinets at SVCA  and organize it all.  They 
found a near-complete history of our long history. Shortly before, Jansen  
had heard that the County was seeking out historical materials. At that 
point, Suellyn Norton had joined 
the organizational effort. County 
Historical Resources Manager 
Robert Bendus visited to inspect 
the materials and proclaimed it a 
treasure trove. The SVCA Board 
then decided to donate our rec-
ords to the County historical rec-
ords where they will have a se-
cure  home and eventually be dig-
itized.  
On February 14, Bendus and Lind-
say Ogles came down and it hap-
pened. Holland was there along 

Robert Bendus, Sarasota County Manager of 
Historical Resources and Lindsay Ogles, Sara-
sota Curator of Public Libraries loaded our 
archives into Rob’s wagon for the trip to their 
permanent home in the historical repository.  

 

Off to 
a new 
home 

Haven’t renewed  
for 2019 yet? 

THIS IS YOUR LAST ISSUE 

Do it Now! 
4 Easy Ways 
Online at southvenicebeach.org 

By phone to 941-493-0006 
By mail to office — or in person 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Community Media  is 
the exclusive publisher 

of this newsletter 
  
       

South Venice Beach Wave 
FOR ADVERTISING RATES  941-375-3699 

PO Box 1023, Venice FL 34284 
Clayton@4CommunityMedia.com 

    

The SVCA, the SVBET, Board of Directors, Trustees or its 
assigns will not be held liable for any services provided, 
work performed or offers made by any advertiser ap-
pearing in The Wave. 

Every Sunday at the SVCA building 

Fellowship Bible 
Church 

Services at 10:00    
Bible Study at 11:15  

    

South Venice  
Civic Association 

Your voice in Sarasota 
County for 64 years 

    

720 Alligator Drive 
South Venice Beach, FL 34293 

Phone: 941-493-0006  
Office hours: 9:00am to 1:00pm 
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 

Office administrator: Linda Fisher 
www.SouthVeniceBeach.org 
info@southvenicebeach.org 

2019 Board of Directors 
OFFICERS 

Walt Ernst, President 
Rick Curwood, Vice President 

Dianna Brannan, Treasurer 
Gail Parker, Secretary 

     

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
Maureen Holland 
Cherry Giovinazzo        

Bernard ‘Duke’ Doogue  
Eric Barnes 

 

 South Venice Beach WAVE 
Editor: Maureen Holland 

maureenholland@comcast.net 

FREE WI-FI AT SVCA 
NETWORK NAME:  

SVCA 
ACCESS KEY:    
civic1955 

Snowbirds!  
Remember to contact Linda in 

the office if you need to change 
your address back. Don’t want 
you missing any issues of the 

WAVE!  

Welcome to our new members! 
Brad and Carla Berner 

Katherine Demeter 
Daniel Gauthier 

Tiffany Harris 

Martin Johnson 
John and Lisa Landry 

Jack Mulvee 
Linda and David Peluso 

FROM WALT ERNST 

President’s Message 
In February the SVCA had two interesting presenta-
tions. First was an overview of the automated ex-
ternal defibrillator (AED) and the other was a driv-
ing-safety class sponsored by AARP. The main focus 

of these programs was to promote health, wellness, and quality of 
life for residents of South Venice. 
During the AED presentation we learned four actions that need to be 
taken to improve the chances of survival in a medical emergency: 
• Call 911 
• Perform CPR if necessary 
• Use the AED device if necessary 
• Perform the Heimlich Maneuver if necessary 
The SVCA will be purchasing an AED device for the community center 
in the next few months.  We will then be offering training in its use as 
well as in CPR and the Heimlich Maneuver.  Every citizen in our area 
should attend since you never know when you might have to per-
form some of these actions. 
The second presentation was a driving class taught by AARP.  It was 
six hours long, and every minute spent there was well worth the 
time.  It taught us that there is a lot more to driving a car than simply 
steering:  driving safely; making sure your car is safe; knowing the 
driving rules, especially those that might be specific to Florida that 
you may not be aware of; and how to judge whether your own per-
sonal health is safe for driving. 
Have a long and healthy life and enjoy our beautiful South Venice. 
 

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

Got something to 
say?  

We’d love to 
hear from you!  
SEND LETTERS 

TO:     

maureenholland@comcast.net 
Names may be withheld up-
on request but all letters are 

subject to review.  
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Around South Venice and the SVCA  

FROM DUKE DOOGUE 
2019 EXPO Report 
The 2019 EXPO is over and it was a great success. On Sat-
urday, January 26 we opened the doors for the 17th Annu-
al South Venice Business EXPO. We had a total of 16 ex-
hibitors, and the EXPO attracted excellent traffic from the 
general public. Vendors commented how the public were 
very interested and stopped at each booth, and engaged 
with the exhibitors, asking good, thought provoking ques-
tions. I surveyed the exhibitors and all commented on how 
well run they found the EXPO to be, and they also com-
mented on the friendliness and helpfulness of the 
SVCA volunteers. Also, the vendors indicated that they 
would exhibit again at EXPO 2020, which has now been 
scheduled for  January 25, 2020.  
Thanks by the way to the folks from Culligan Water for 
donating three cases of water. Much appreciated!  Also, 
Couligan is offering a $400 rebate to anyone who spoke to 
Chad at the EXPO and then follows up to get a filtration 
installed by Culligan. 
Winners of the J&J raffle for a free maintenance were 
Chris Stevens, Bob Yocum and Dianne Westfall.  
We are grateful to this year’s Exhibitors for their support  
of the SVCA and hope you’ll consider them for your own 
needs:  
• Ayers Team Real Estate 
• The Gondoller Sun 

• Culligan Water, Nokomis 
• Mirasol FAFCO Solar, Sarasota 
• Get it Gone LLC, Nokomis 
• Contemporary Hearing, Venice 
• Republican Club of South Sarasota County 
• Respectable Receptacles, Nokomis 
• Bottom Line Products, Venice 
• Discover Vacations, Seminole 
• Kays-Ponger & Uselton FH, Punta Gorda 
• Venice Theatre, Venice 
• Sarasota County Supervisor of Election & Taxation 
• US Coast Guard Auxiliary, Flotilla 86, Venice  
Thanks to the exhibitors and to all the volunteers who 
helped with this event.  
    
    

FROM SOUTH VENICE GARDEN CLUB 
Plant, Rummage and Bake 
Sale at SVCA March 16 
The South Venice Garden Club is bringing their Annual 
Plant, Rummage and Bake Sale back to the SVCA on Satur-
day, March 16 . It will be open from 8:00am until 1:00pm. 
There will be numerous plants of many varieties grown by 
the garden club members.  Prices will be dirt cheap at one, 
two and three dollars (unless marked).  
Lots of nearly new clothing and rummage priced to 

New appointments to SVCA Board 
Please welcome the new members of the SVCA Board of Directors, appointed in February. A few 
resignations opened some spots which are now—happily – filled! 
Dianna Brannan is already known to many of you from her many volunteer activities here. She is 
originally from St. Louis where she was Manager of the Parts Distribution Center at Nordyne there. 
In St. Louis she served on numerous boards of agencies supporting persons with developmental dis-
abilities as well as promoting community development including New Horizon Care Center, New 
Horizon Housing Development Program, Goose Creek Subdivision and Las Brisas Subdivision. She 
and her husband Bill retired to South Venice  five years ago. During her retirement Dianna has been 
active in various SVCA projects, including  Trash Buddies, the Water Quality Task Force, Alligator 
Creek Waterway Clean-ups, and the  SVCA socials. Diana was an active member of the original 
Friends of the Beach and worked on the dune planting project. She has also volunteered at the Eng-
lewood Moose Club and attends Fellowship Christian Church.  
Eric Barnes came to South Venice in 2013 (driving 3300 miles cross county—towing a car!) He arrived 
here after a lengthy career as an actor, singer, dancer, comedian and production stage manager, 
traveling to Russia, France, Australia and the Middle East. During his career, he served on the Nation-
al Board of the Screen Actors Guild and was also a member of Actors Equity and the American Feder-
ation of Television and Radio Artists. His wife, Judi Light is an artist and they’re both busy in their 
company, Light Touch Art™. He and Judy are planning to bring an art show, featuring area artists, to 
the SVCA this year.  Eric says “I feel very honored to have been chosen for the SVCA Board and prom-
ise to give my best in helping South Venice become an even better place to live.” 

Dianna Brannan 
Eric Barnes 
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Around South Venice and the SVCA  

sell. Coffee and beverages along with tasty baked goods 
will be available. Partial proceeds  will go to Venice High 
School students for college tuition scholarships. 
 
FROM MARTHA NEILSEN, Chair 
Beach Trust News 
The Friends of the Trust volunteers have begun several 
projects. The landscaping at the ferry house has been 

spruced up by Kathleen & Bruce  Martin, 
Kathy Demeter and Eileen & Russ Sher-
lock, (photos below). The Ferry House 
Commemorative Brick committee is also 
active again. This group includes Sandy 
McHenry, Phyllis Burrell and Nancy Bau-
man.  Please look for the Brick article in 
this months Wave. Additionally the crab 
dock committee will begin working the 

week of February 25th. Thank you all! 
Additionally, Bruce and Kathleen Martin have graciously 
offered to lead a group to reduce the number of invasive 
Brazilian Pepper trees on the Trust property. If you are 
interested in joining their effort please contact them at 
Kathleen's email kmmpsn@rit.edu or cell 585-734-1697 or 
Bruce 585-734-1141. 
At the February 20th Trust meeting the Environmental 
Science Associates (ESA) did a presentation on our Dune 
Enhancement Feasibility Study. At the end of the presenta-
tion the Trust passed a motion authorizing the ESA to pro-
ceed with task #1. This will help in  determining the 
amount of Hard bottom is off our beach. This is needed to 
assist with what types of barriers we might be able to use 
to protect the beach, due to the high water mark being at 
the toe of the dune. They hope to have more information 
at the April Trust meeting. 
Also at the February Trust meeting a motion was passed 

Upcoming 
Community                  
Improvement 
Projects 
To join one of our teams or just learn more 

about what we do, contact  Marla Wilcox at 
mswlcx_50@msn.com 

or call 303-818-3641 
    

Saturday, MARCH 9 –  8:00am 
Alligator Drive Clean up 
This is SVCA’s adopted road and we try to walk it and 
pick up the trash once a month. Meet the Civic Associa-
tion parking lot. 
    

Saturday, APRIL 13 –  8:00am 
Venetian Waterway Clean-up 
Meet in front of the tennis courts at Shamrock Park. 
 

Thursday, MARCH 21—6:30pm 
CERT: Community       

Emergency Response Team 
CERT meets every fourth Thursday at 6:30pm. Next 
meeting is March 21 at the Venice Gardens Clubhouse 
on Shamrock.   At the February session, we reviewed the 
Part I of the Disaster Medical Operations . We’ll cover 
Part 2 at the March meeting. If you want to train and be 
a part of CERT,  contact Marla. We welcome new team 
members at all times. 

On February 29, the South Venice 
Trash Buddies did two big cleanups. 
First, along Lemon Bay Drive in front of 
the ferry field , and then along the wa-
terway.  The most surprising find were 
two 10-foot long fluorescent light 
bulbs!  Work crew that day were Par-
ker McComas, Stephen Brown, Laurie 
Hartman, Bill Brannen, Blaine Tip-
pen,  Bruce and Kathleen Martin and 
Marla Wilcox (not in photo).  
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not merge with the SVCA board by a three to one vote. 
The Trust would like to thank John Bowne for his service 
on Trust. He has been an asset and will be missed. The 
Trustees are in the process of appointing a replacement. 

FROM SANDY McHENRY 
Ferry House Commemorative 
Brick Opportunity 
In 2012, the Friends of the Beach had a grand idea and 
many of you seized the opportunity to have a special per-
son or memory forever “etched in stone”. This opportunity 
still exists!! There are still many bricks available and each 
time we add at least five new purchases, new bricks will be 
installed. Please consider adding your name, a memory, or 
a grandchild’s name—it is great fun for the visiting family 
to find THEIR bricks!!  
Forms for the “Hit the Bricks” Beautification Program are 
available at the Ferry House as well as at the Civic Associa-
tion at 720 Alligator Drive. (You may even find folks at the 
Ferry House to sign you up!)  Instructions about the en-
graving are on the form. Bricks are only $50 and that in-
cludes installation. What a deal!! 

   FROM TERESA GOOD, Shamrock Park 
What’s happening at the Park 
Demonstration Gardener Tour 
First Thursday every month at 9:00am  
FREE—18 years old and up 
The Demonstration Garden offers a nice, shady place to 
gather and learn about Florida-friendly plants. Master Gar-
deners provide a tour and plant species list. Come   and 
get answers to your landscape and gardening questions! 
Meet in front of the Nature Center.  
Seasons & Serendipity Nature Walk 
Second Friday every month, 8:00 to 9:30 am 
FREE—12 years old and up 
Come join Master Naturalist, Kate Borduas to see the 
changes in the park as seasons change. We’ll learn a little 
bit of the history of the park, current habitat restoration 
projects and look for gopher tortoises, butterflies and Flor-
ida scrub jays. Don’t forget your sunscreen and binoculars! 
Meet outside the Nature Center for an adventure. 
Lifestyles of the American Alligator 
Saturday, March 16, 10  to 11:15am 
FREE—meet in Classroom, 12 years old and up 
Join us for another amazing alligator program that will give 
you a whole new appreciation for our state reptile. You 
will learn new things about alligator mating, nesting and 
babies! Learn the difference between alligators and croco-
diles and there will be 
real skulls and other 
interesting things to 
see. For more infor-
mation and to register, 
visit scgov.net/parks or 
call 941-861-5000. 

Wild Sarasota:  
Alien Invaders Near You! 
Friday, April 19, 9:00 to 11am 
FREE—Meet in classroom, 12 years old and up.  
Non-native invasive plants and animals are among the 
leading threats to native biodiversity around the world. 
They can also negatively affect property values, agricultur-
al productivity, public utilities, fisheries, tourism, outdoor 
recreation, and ecosystem function, and are estimated to 
cost the U.S. $120 billion in economic damages and control 
each year.  
Join a UF/IFAS Sarasota County Extension educator and 
learn how to identify many of these plants and animals, 

Around South Venice and the SVCA  

Beach volunteers have been sprucing up the landscaping 
around the Ferry House. Good job! 
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Learn Water Coloring with Carol       
Merenda every Wednesday at SVCA 

   

Monthly sessions. Course starts the first Wednesday 
of every month. The full course is $90 (plus supplies)    

New students may register at the class or contact instructor 
Carol at  941-366-2866 to get started.   

Classes are 1:00-4:00pm 

hear about how and when they were introduced to our 
region, and find out what you can do to be a responsible 
property owner. Start out in classroom, and weather per-
mitting a short walk will be included. For more information 
and to register, visit scgov.net/parks or call 941-861-5000. 
    

SOUTH VENICE BOOK CLUB 
What we’re reading 
From Gail Parker 
The club met in February and discussed Educated, a mem-
oir. It was a very interesting book and made for a lively 
discussion.  A few new people joined 
our group and hope anyone else inter-
ested will join us on March 12 at 
4:00pm at the Community Center.   
Our new book, which we’ll be discuss-
ing at the March meeting,  is  A Heart-
breaking Work of Staggering Genius by 
Dave Eggers.  I found it used on Amazon for $4.99.  We 
look forward to another good discussion in March and in-
vite you to  join in!  
   

Captain’s Corner:  
By Capt. Randall Patterson 
There was no red tide reported on any 
Sarasota County Beaches last month, 
the first time we’ve been able to say 
that in 17 long months. This latest red 
tide outbreak ended up being either the 
longest in history or the longest since 
the 1940s, depending on which criteria 
you use. If you read my columns last 

summer, I described the impact it had on our beach and 
ferry operations as well as the fish, turtle, and marine 
mammal kills.  
But let’s not organize a celebration just yet.  The National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration and the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission still worry that the 
red tide is lurking offshore, waiting for another dose of 

nutrients from us. In fact, background levels are being re-
ported offshore in Monroe County (the Florida Keys). Ris-
ing water temperatures and more storm runoff could bring 
a repeat of the recent nightmare back north to our shores.  
So instead of a celebration, we need to organize a re-
sponse. The Sarasota County Commission has instructed 
its staff to schedule a Red Tide Summit in April. Dates and 
location have not been decided yet, but keep your ears 
open. Join groups like Sarasota Bay Watch, Conservation 
Foundation of the Gulf Coast, and The American Littoral 
Society to learn more and get involved.  And write your 
local, state, and federal representatives to keep the issue 
fresh in their minds. 
These suggestions seem trite, but citizen involvement, by 
people who care about the beach, the wildlife, and, yes, 
the economy of our community, is essential. If we don’t 
each do what we can, the Karenia brevis will be back, and 
there’s every reason to believe it will be more intense and 
last longer every time that happens.  
 
NEW APP FROM FWC 
Report fish and wildlife 
sightings from your phone 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) invites everyone to take an active role in conserva-
tion by reporting fish and wildlife observations. There’s an 
app for that! The FWC Reporter app. 
From fish kills to exotic species, to trapped or injured wild-
life, with the FWC Reporter app you can connect directly 
to FWC from your phone. 
To make a report, go to the app and select a category from 
the menu, provide the relevant information, and submit 
photos if available.   
You can download the 
free FWC Reporter app 
on Apple or Android 
smartphones or tablets 
from the App Store and 
Google Play. 
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THERE HAVE BEEN RUMORS . . .  
Beach Trust withdraws from 
consolidation talks with SVCA 
Over the last year or so, there have been many rumors and 
stories about the talks between the SVCA and the Beach 
Trust about consolidating our activities under one umbrel-
la. These talks have, in fact, been going on (and sometimes 
off) since 2009.  
During those years,  there have been some letters distrib-
uted and flyers posted, often based on incorrect infor-
mation,  challenging first, in the early years, the Trust and 
more recently the SVCA. Emails are written and forwarded 
and re-forwarded adding to the confusion.  
So it might help if we detail for you some of the highlights 
and some details.  Let’s start with a timeline:  
4/28/09 SVCA and Trust create a Consolidation Task Force 
to pursue combining the strengths and resources of our 
organizations to forward our common goals while elimi-
nating bureaucratic duplication of tasks and best serve the 
interests of South Venice . 
5/14/09 SVCA and Trust hold first official meeting and 
agree to meet with attorney Steve Boone.  
5/21/09 Both boards meet with Atty Boone 
1/19/12 Trust planning meeting – Trustees, SVCA Board, 
Beach Committee and new “Friends of the Beach”  
11/16/12 SVCA and Trust Joint Board meeting to explore 
consolidation 

11/30/12  SVCA and Trust Steering Committee meet to ex-
plore forming a single community governance organization 
to consolidate resources and their management. 
6/13/16 Representatives of both boards meet with Com-
munity Foundation re seeking guidance in creating a single 
governance organization.  
3/20/18 At monthly Trust meeting, Carol McAnulty moves 
to combine with the SVCA 
4/03/18 Trust representatives meet with Community 
Foundation to clarify options. 
4/13/18 SVCA and Trust Boards meet to develop a time-
line to bring the SVCA and SVBET into one organization. 
6/05/18 SVCA and Trust Boards meet to continue consoli-
dation talks 
10/18/18  SVCA and Trust Boards meet and vote 10-1 to 
move forward with consolidation project 
12/13/18  SVCA and Trust Boards meet with Attorney Andy 
Britton 
2/20/19 Trust votes to withdraw from project 
 
After the December 2018 meeting, the plan was to  email  
to all SVCA members, ferry tag holders and boat ramp us-
ers a statement of intent, entitled “One Community Initia-
tive”. That didn’t happen before the Trust withdrew, so it 
is now moot.  
However, it is still worth sharing as it is a concise and clear 
statement of the reasoning and purpose for pursing the 
consolidation. Perhaps some day we can become what 

Around South Venice and the SVCA  

At the February Pancake Breakfast 
The kitchen crew: Suellyn Norton, Carol McAnulty. Cherry Giovinazzo, Nancy and 
Duke Doogue. Enjoying breakfast: Rick and Debbie Curwood. Handling the door 
tickets: Jeanne White and Suellyn, And just enjoying themselves: Gail and Gary 
Parker.  
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many of hoped when this was written.  Again, it’s included 
here because of how clearly it lays out what were the in-
tentions at the time.  

The One Community Initiative  
After a decade of ongoing discussions, and for the better-
ment of  the entire community, the leadership of the South 
Venice Civic Association (SVCA) and the South Venice 
Beach Endowment Trust (SVBET) are working to finally 
reunite the two organizations back into a single – One 
Community - organization. Earlier this year, the SVBET 
reached out to the SVCA to initiate the One Community 
Initiative. Upon extensive recent and past discussions with 
experts at the Gulf Coast Community Foundation, the re-
sulting parent organization will be the current Trust due to 
its 501(c)(3) status. 
This is somewhat ironic in that it was the SVCA that creat-
ed the SVBET in 2000 as a proactive and as it turns out, 
successful effort to save the South Venice Beach. This was 
further assured by selling a tract of land adjacent to Sham-
rock Park to Sarasota County in 2010. The revenue from 
this sale was placed into the Trust and part of it—
$450,000 - was restricted as a ‘base corpus’ to protect it 
from careless spending by any future boards. It is not a 
stretch by any means to state that this action by the elect-
ed SVCA leadership of the time saved the South Venice 
Beach and but for their action, the South Venice Ferry may 
no longer be operating and the South Venice Beach may 

have also been sold to the County.    
However, the creation of the SVBET did have the unintend-
ed consequence of splitting the South Venice community 
leadership and creating a somewhat us vs. them mentality 
that can be counterproductive. Fortunately, the over-
whelming majority of the duly elected and appointed lead-
ership of the SVCA and SVBET, respectively, are in agree-
ment in working into rejoining the two organizations.  
As duly elected and appointed representative leaders, the 
SVCA and the SBET have the authority and the obligation 
to take such action for the benefit of the community as 
was done to save the beach. Both entities have been work-
ing together this year and the next step is to meet with 
legal counsel to assure that the One Community integra-
tion will be as seamless as possible.   
 
CURRENT FALSE STATEMENTS CIRCULATING:  
• The SVCA Board “feels confident that they could raid 

the Trust funds and cut the Trust expenses so they 
could take even more. They were planning to move 
quickly and secretly to take from the Trust before the 
community could stop them. The SVCA can’t be trust-
ed to act in the interest of the community. We don’t 
want them fixing the Trust like they have the SVCA. 
They need to be watched.”  

• The Beach Trust was secretly split from the SVCA and 
its current closed door meetings are planning to take 
over the Beach Trust.  

• The SVCA hides its activities and lies to the public and 
membership about what it’s really doing.  

• The SVCA wants the Trust money because it struggles 
financially and can't manage it’s finances. (The SVCA 
has operated in the black for decades.) 

• They’re planning a takeover even though it’s illegal. 
• The SVCA acts suspiciously. They need to be watched.  
About ten years ago,  one of the emails widely distributed 
the home addresses and phone numbers of Trustees and 
urged people to call or stop at their houses and voice a list 
of complaints.  Some did.  
 
The day after the Trust removed itself from this initiative, 
SVCA Board Secretary Gail Parker wrote this: 
“Recently, I was asked why I moved to South Venice. Was 
it because there was a Community Center or because 
there was a ferry that allowed me access to a nearby 
beach? I have considered  that question and my answer is 
I moved here because of both, plus the fact that houses 
were affordable for us, there were no HOA's, I could paint, 
plant, build on my property without needing approval 
from some governing board, taxes were reasonable, good 
health care was close by, people in general seemed friend-
ly. We enjoyed the meetings held at the center that pro-
vided us with information about our community and al-
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South Venice History 
(Continued from page 1) 
with Board members  Duke Doogue and Gail Parker to 
oversee the transfer. Bob Mudge of The Venice Gondolier 
was there as well to cover it all.  Thanks to Bob, we were 
featured on the front page of The Gondolier that Saturday 
with a lengthy story and  photos .  
In case you didn’t see it, here are excerpts from  his story: 

“The Sarasota County archives have scant materials 
about South Venice. At least, they did until Thursday, 
when the South Venice Civic Association (SVCA) turned 

over the bulk of its 
records. 
The Association 
was formed in 1955 
and incorporated 
the following year, 
but the records the 
county received 
dated from even 
before then and 
include a virtually 
complete collection 

of newsletters.. There were original plats, aerial pho-
tos, minutes of meetings, newspaper clippings and 
more. 
“It’s a treasure trove,” said Lindsay Ogles, Collections 
curator for Sarasota County Libraries and Historical 
Resources. “You don’t see this everyday,” said Rob 
Bendus, manager of Historical Resources. “This is in-
credible.” 
Bendus had previously visited the Association office . . 
. and since then has been using South Venice as an 
example for other neighborhoods.  
The Association did hold back some documents, most-
ly items related to legal matters, though they could be 
donated later. And there were some miscellaneous 
items Holland said the county might not want to both-
er with. “It’s all important to us,” Ogles said. “It’s his-
tory,” Bendus added.  
Everything will be inspected, cataloged and digitized, 
so that it will all be available to anyone with an inter-
est in South Venice history. “It’s all about accessibil-
ity”, Bendus said. 

South Venice Civic Association 
2019 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP only $60 

                 Renew now! 
ONLINE     BY MAIL 

BY PHONE 
AT THE OFFICE 
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lowed us to meet and ask questions of the speakers.  I 
have valued those meetings as   I have met and talked to 
county commissioners, Sarasota County Sheriff Tom Knight 
and several other officers, a variety of political personali-
ties, as well as representatives from Venice Theater, 
Shamrock Park, Senior Friendship Center, the Venice air-
port, the Audubon Society to name a few. I also attend a 
book club at the center, have been to parties, taken Yoga 
classes, held community meetings about water and sewer 
issues, had breakfast with Santa, etc., 
My point is that the SVCA and the Community Center do 
play an important role in my life here in South Venice. My 
wish would be that more people take advantage of all this. 
The SVCA works hard to provide information to ALL its res-
idents, not just dues paying members. General meetings 
and speakers are open to the public and everyone is invit-
ed to attend to listen, to voice concerns or ask questions. 
We would love to enlist more members in our organiza-
tion. As most groups of a civic nature, we never have all 
the money we need. Our building is 60 years old this year 
and has need of repair and refurbishing in several areas  
I have heard there are rumors accusing the SVCA of trying 
to secretly "steal" money from the beach/ferry trust fund 
to pay for our building needs. This is disturbing and 
hurtful. I promise there is no truth in such rumors. The 
SVCA has entertained joining  with the SVBET to enlarge 
our membership base and to combine efforts to support, 
represent the residents of South Venice. I assure you there 

is no intent to "rob" the trust. It was the SVCA that gave 
the half million dollars to set up the trust in the first place. 
It was designed to guarantee the ferry will always be there 
to allow access to its beach. That money cannot be used 
for any other purpose. 
I have been on the SVCA board for almost 4 years. Every-
one I have worked with on this board has nothing but the 
interests of South Venice property owners at heart. We 
want this community to grow and thrive by joining us in 
being informed and involved. If the Beach Trust can't join 
us in this effort then we will continue to pursue other ave-
nues to move toward the future. 

Gail Parker 
South Venice Civic Association Secretary 

South Venice Civic Association 
We’ve been here for you             
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