News from and about your neighborhood on the Gulf

JANUARY 2019

Pancake Breakfast!
All you can eat!

JANUARY 12
8:00 to 10:00am
Adults $7
Under 12 $4
Toddlers free

It’s our Annual SVCA

JANUARY 19

YARD
SALE

9:00am to 2:00pm

This is our BIGGEST Fund-raiser of the
year. You’ve been donating for months
now and THANK YOU. Time to come on
down and buy a bunch of stuff!

See Page 5 for more details!

16th Annual Business

EXPO

SATURDAY January 26
9:00am to 3:00pm

OCTOBER GENERAL
MEETING
A History of South
Venice and the SVCA
JANUARY 21 at 7:00pm

Dec. 9 Breakfast with Santa

Quite a few wideeyed children were
lined up to meet Santa at our December
pancake breakfast.
Here, Christmas Elf
Ben Osolla, Santa
Helper Dianna Brannan (with Cherry Giovinazzo’s pup, Colton)
and our Santa, Walt

Ernst, ready to greet the kids
anxious to meet Santa. Kudos to
Duke Doogue for organizing it
all! (More photos on page 7)

FROM WALT ERNST

President’s Message

Happy New Year to all. It is my hope that 2018 and the
holidays were great for you and your family.
For the most part the SVCA had a very good 2018. We
were able to do an early pay-off on our roof replacement loan, and our treasury finished in the “black”.
It’s a given that 2019 will bring its own challenges; the largest are:
• Getting our residents more involved with the SVCA.
• Filling three SVCA Board positions.
• Maintaining our revenue stream. Please renew your membership if
you have not done so already and talk to your neighbors and friends
encouraging them to become members.
May your wishes and dreams for the New Year come true and remember
to help others to realize theirs.

South Venice
Civic Association

Your voice in Sarasota
County for 63 years
720 Alligator Drive
South Venice Beach, FL 34293
Phone: 941-493-0006

Office hours: 9:00am to 1:00pm
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday

Office administrator: Linda Fisher
www.SouthVeniceBeach.org
info@southvenicebeach.org

2017 Board of Directors
OFFICERS

Walt Ernst, President/Treasurer
Rick Curwood, Vice President
Gail Parker, Secretary

DIRECTORS AT LARGE

Maureen Holland
Cherry Giovinazzo
Bernard ‘Duke’ Doogue

South Venice Beach WAVE
Editor: Maureen Holland
wave@southvenicebeach.org

Every Sunday at the SVCA building

Fellowship Bible
Church

Welcome to our new members!
Aaron & Deborah Rosen
Randy & Tina Ross
Duane & Cynthia Ruppert
Barbara & George Schaefer-Platt
Craig & Claire See
Joseph Simonell
Carol Snipes
Harold & Jenny Steindam
Donald & Ellen Stuckey
James Sullivan
Diane VanderBerre
Joan & Ronald Volpe-Kluck
Celia Walsh
Paula Wilkes
Darrell Williamson
Sandy Wilson
Jacalyn K. Wood
Marty & Emily Zielke

Kevin Achembach
Ron Bacon
Duke & Marie Barnes
Laurel & Tim Bultema
Kenneth Chai
William Charbobneau
Richard Davis
John & Rose Ellison-LeBoeuf
Harrison & Lynn Fox
Albert & Charlene Frick
Victoria & David Hentges
David Hickey
James & Kim Kilduff-Fox
Rodney Martell
Jim & Cheryl Miller
Robert Oddo
Julie Pieretti
Tami & Jim Robson

SOUTH VENICE BOOK CLUB

What we’re reading
From Gail Parker

Our next book club meeting is on January 8 at
4:00pm at the SVCA. We’re currently reading
Margaret Atwood’s classic novel A Handmaid’s Tale. (It’s now been made into a TV series and streams on
Hulu.) If you would like to join us, please just come. It’s a pleasant group and we always welcome new members!

Snowbirds!

FREE WI-FI AT SVCA
NETWORK NAME:

SVCA

Services at 10:00
Bible Study at 11:15

ACCESS KEY:

civic1955

Remember to contact Linda
in the office if you need to
change your address back.
Don’t want you missing any
issues of the WAVE!

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Do you have
something to say?

Community Media is
the exclusive publisher
of this newsletter

South Venice Beach Wave

FOR ADVERTISING RATES 941-375-3699
PO Box 1023, Venice FL 34284
Clayton@4CommunityMedia.com
The SVCA, the SVBET, Board of Directors, Trustees or its
assigns will not be held liable for any services provided,
work performed or offers made by any advertiser appearing in The Wave.

SEND LETTERS TO:

wave@southvenicebeach.org

Names may be withheld upon request but
all letters are subject to review.
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Around South Venice and the SVCA
December Craft Fair was
a big hit with vendors

Our first ever Craft Fair on December 8 sold out nearly as soon
as we announced it. The 25 crafters who bought exhibition
space all wanted to know “when’s the next one.” Among the
exhibitors was Kim Cool (of the Venice Gondolier) who sold lots
of her “Ghosts of” books
and told us “that was a
Monthly Meetings
great event. Can’t wait
SVCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS to come back!”
Monday, JANUARY 14 at 4:00pm
SVBET TRUSTEES MEETING Gail Parker organized
Wednesday, JANUARY 16 at 7:00pm the whole thing (she’s
doing the January yard
Committees and Clubs sale too!)
Thanks to Donna Pietras who donated this gorgeous hand-made quilt
SOUTH VENICE BOOK CLUB
for us to raffle. Thanks to the terrific crew who worked the show for
Tuesday, JANUARRY 15 at 4:00pm
all their help! Seen here are Sandy Appleby, Duke and Nancy Doogue,
CAMERA CLUB
Donna Pietras, Cherry Giovinazzo and Gail Parker.
Every Monday 10:00am to noon

Reminder! YOUR 2019 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE NOW
To continue receiving this newsletter, be sure you’ve renewed your
SVCA membership for 2019!
Do it now online at southvenicebeach.org, in the office, by mail
or by phone to 941-493-0006

For 64 years, the SVCA has been
here for South Venice, for YOU!

With your support, we are a strong voice
in Sarasota County

MEMBERSHIP MAKES US STRONG!

When we’re strong, we are heard at the County
on civic and service issues that affect South
Venice— like tree trimming, ditch mowing, code enforcement, mosquito spraying, drain
maintenance, zoning, permitting, water & sewer.

Together, we work to keep South Venice Beach a community to be proud of!

Beautiful Neighborhoods Initiative • Water Quality Task Force • Siesta Waterway Clean-up • Shamrock
Park Clean-up • Community Emergency Response Team • International Coastal Cleanup • Government
Affairs Committee to track issues and liaise with Sarasota County
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Around South Venice and the SVCA
SOUTH VENICE BEACH EXPO

ary 9. Do-Wop Denny will play for us – he’s great fun to
dance to! There’ll be a full dinner with dessert as
well. You can bring your own libations and party with your
neighbors! Cost is $35 for an evening you’ll thoroughly
Thanks to the efforts of Duke Doogue of the SVCA Board, enjoy. Call Diana at 941-408-9455 for reservations.
our popular Business EXPO is back. It’s the 16th Annual
EXPO and will be on January 26. This is a great opportuni- FROM TERESA GOOD, Shamrock Park
ty to meet and talk with local businesses and contractors—
especially if you’re
planning
some
home renovations Demonstration Gardener Tour
or planning a major
First Thursday each month at 9:00am, 18
purchase. If you’re
years old and up
new to South Venice, you'll particu- The Demonstration Garden offers a nice,
larly want to at- shady place to gather and learn about
Florida-friendly plants. Come on out and
tend.
meet our Master Gardeners – and get anExhibitors will inThe 2016 EXPO filled the hall
clude home improvement swers to your landscape and gardening
contractors, air condition- questions! Get a and plant species list.
ing companies, banks, First Thursday every month. Meet in front of the Nature
printers, wholesale clubs, Center.
pest control companies,
Seasons & Serendipity Nature Walk
water system and HVAC
companies, realtors, vari- Second Friday each month, 8:00am to 9:30am
ous healthcare and chiro- Come join Master Naturalist, Kate Borduas to see the
practic services, theater, changes in the park as summer turns into fall. We’ll learn a
pool construction and pool little bit of the history of the park, current habitat restoramaintenance services, vacation planners, hearing aids, vet- tion projects and look for gopher tortoises, butterflies and
erinary services, taxation and accounting services, boat Florida scrub jays. Don’t forget your sunscreen and binocuclubs, the Friendship Center and our media sponsor The lars! Free. Meet Master Naturalist, Kate Borduas outside
Venice Gondolier.
the Nature Center for an adventure. (Ages 12 and up)
The doors are from 9:00am to 3:00pm. There be coffee,
donuts, muffins, breakfast sandwiches, hot dogs and meat- Wild Sarasota: Urban Wildlife
Tuesday, January 29, 2:00 to 3:30pm, classroom
ball sandwiches as well as sodas & water for sale.
So come down and browse the aisles. You may want to As urban areas expand into agricultural and wild areas,
bring a small bag, as exhibitors usually have lots of free human-wildlife encounters are on the increase. Join Dr.
‘goodies’ to hand out. Many also will be offering raffle tick- Katherine Clements, Ecology and Natural Resources Educator from UF/IFAS Sarasota County Extension office, to
ets for valuable prizes and services.
learn about the amazing animals you may encounter, how
to minimize human-wildlife conflict by being informed,
FROM the South Venice Yacht Club
and how you can play a role in fostering a peaceful coexistence between ourselves and the wild lands we are
encroaching upon. Appropriate for ages 12-102. Free. For
Sheri Johnson of the Yacht Club sent this along: The South more information and to register, visit scgov.net/parks or
Venice Yacht Club is holding its second annual All You Can call 941-861-5000.
Eat Spaghetti Dinner on Wednesday, January 23, 2019
from 4:00 to 8:00pm. Ticket cost is $12.50 and tickets are The American Alligator
available at the door, or from any SVYC member. Or you
Saturday, February 16, 10:00 to 11:15 am, classroom, 12
can call Sheri at 610-453-1385 for tickets. We’ll hold a si- years old and up
lent auction as well.
Come to Shamrock Park and learn all you’ve ever wanted
Our Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance will be Saturday, Febru- to know about alligators. We will learn about their skin,

We’re bringing it back!

It’s getting busy now!

What’s going on
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Around South Venice and the SVCA
teeth, eyes and lungs. We will understand how they stay SOUTH VENICE PEOPLE
under water for so long and why they like to sun bathe.
We will also learn how to be safe around alligators and
how to keep our pets safe! There will be a real alligator
skull and time for questions! Looking forward to seeing
you there! Free. For more information and to register, visit
Dozens of friends and neighbors gathered at the British
scgov.net/parks or call 941-861-5000.
Open Pub in November to celebrate Harriet Phillips, who is
moving to be closer to her grandchildren. Besides being a
The Wacky, Wonderful World of Lichen
tireless volunteer, Harriet organized fund raising events
Tuesday, February 19, 9:00 to 11:30am, classroom
and served on the Board of Directors. It was a family affair
and short walk, all ages
What exactly is lichen anyway? Come discover
the complex, colorful beauty of this incredible
organism. Learn how lichen is beneficial to our
environment and to our health. Understand
how to identify it and appreciate its value in
our world. Join Master Naturalist, Kate Borduas, as she takes us on a journey through the
amazing world of this marvelous, mysterious
organism. Free. For more information and to
register, visit scgov.net/parks or call 941-8615000.

Farewell to a good
friend of SVCA

FROM GAIL PARKER

We need your help for
the Yard Sale!

Above, SVCA and
beach friends feted
Harriet Phillips at
the British Open Pub

This is going to be a big one and I need strong people to
help move furniture on Wednesday, January 9. Then we’ll
will need people to set up tables on Thursday, January 17,
people to organize and price things on Friday, January 18.
We’ll need people to work Saturday at the sale to take
money, monitor the floor, direct parking (in the morning probably starting at 8:00am). In the afternoon I’ll need
people to take down tables, pack up what is left, and people willing to help distribute those items to Goodwill, Salvation Army, Habitat, etc. It is a big job and our largest
fund raisers of the year so it takes lots of individuals to
make it work.
We are still taking donations; they can be dropped off at
the community center during the week before the sale,
January 14 to 18. The office is only open Tuesday and
Thursday until 1:00pm to accept items, so if you can’t
make it then, drop things off in front of the building and
someone will put them away each day.
Anyone willing to help with any of the jobs I have listed
may call me at home 941-244-0814. Leave a message if I
don't answer and I will call you back. Thanks!,

Below, Harriet with
SVCA President Walt
Ernst at one of the
many events she
helped organize.
because her late husband Doyle served first on the Board
and then as a Trustee of the Beach Endowment Trust.
Good neighbors. Doyle has been missed ever since he left
us and Harriet will certainly be. We wish her happy sunny
days ahead!

A brave swimmer

Seen here is South Venice’s Joe Knowles
on December 27 up in New York on Staten Island, where the water temperature
was 46 and the air temperature was 42.
Joe was training for the Coney Island Polar Bear’s event.
The Polar Bear swim was on New Years Day. No word yet
on whether Joe survived it! But we’re sure impressed!
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SVCA Trash Buddies cleaned up on Alligator Drive on Saturday, December 8. A total
of ten trash/recycle bags were filled. Seen
at right are Bill Brannan, Kathleen Martin,
Dodie McChesney, Blaine Tippen and Tony
McChesney. (Behind the camera was Marla
Wilcox.) Thanks everyone!

FROM MARLA WILCOX

Community Emergency
Response Team

We’re reorganizing our SVCA Community
Emergency Response Team (C.E.R.T.) and
will be meeting at the Venice Gardens’
Club House at 406 Shamrock Blvd. on Thursday, January
24 at 7:00pm. We invite new members to meet and train
with us. As C.E.R.T. volunteers, we’re trained to act quickly
and locally during emergencies and disasters. If you’d like
to
volunteer with CERT, email me at marshalfire63@gmail.com or just show up at the January 24
meeting. Meetings/training sessions normally last an hour.

Do! Not! Forget!

YARD
SALE

Trash Buddies

SVCA Trash Buddies will have their next clean up at the
Venetian Waterway Park on January 12. We meet in front
of the tennis courts at Shamrock Park at 8:00am.

Next Work Day at The Grove

The Seminole Grove Trash Buddies will be incorporated
into the work party for the Grove on Saturday, January 26.
We’ll meet at 8:00am at the Grove, at the corner of Siesta
and Seminole. Bring gloves and work tools for this one.

Neighborhood Clean-ups

We are looking for suggestions from you about streets in
our subdivision where there’s a need to have trash picked
up. If you’ve seen one that needs some extra cleaning,
please email Marla at marshalfire63@gmail.com.

South Venice Civic Association
2019 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP only $60

Renew now!
ONLINE

BY MAIL

BY PHONE
AT THE OFFICE

Saturday, January 29

THIS IS THE BIG ONE! IT’S
WHEN WE MAKE ALL THAT $$$
- OUR MOST IMPORTANT FUND
RAISER EVERY YEAR.
You know all that good stuff everyone’s been donating this year? It’s finally all for sale! And there’s tons
of it. Come down and buy it all. Your purchases help
us raise money for SVCA! Furniture, kitchen tools,
small appliances, books, music, linens, house and
yard tools, clothing, bric-a-brac, china and glassware, pots and pans— We’ll have it all!

We’re still taking donations and can
still pick up your large items. Contact
Gail Parker at 941-244-0814.
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Breakfast
with Santa

If you missed our December Pancake Breakfast, you
missed a really good time. Walt was a great Santa, Ben Ossola was everywhere as one of Santa’s elves, and so were
Pat Wellington (who took all the family photos with Santa)
and Dianna Brannan. It was
worth the trip just to see Rick
Curwood present his Christmas list to Santa!
Our breakfasts are greatly
improved these days thanks
to the big coffeemakers recently donated
by
SVCA’s
Elaine Jaffee
and
Dee
Bennett.
The whole
event was
organized by Duke Doogue, and it was
really successful, drawing in many families from the neighborhood.
We’ll definitely do it again next year (IF
we can get Walt back into that suit!) and

have decided also to have a “Breakfast with the
Bunny “ event for Easter 2019.
There were so many helpers. Thanks to the kitchen
minions Cherry Giovinazzo, Duke, Nancy Doogue,
Dianna Brannan and Ben Ossola!
The decorations were wonderful—thanks to Duke
and Nancy, Josephine McCollough, Ilona Wilson
and Cherry. They did a terrific job!
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South Venice Civic Association
2019 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP only $60

QUARTER PAGE
AD

Renew now!

Beach Ferry
and Boat
Ramp Fees
FERRY — ANNUAL

Resident Rate
$130
Non-resident Rate $260

FERRY — MONTHLY

Resident Rate
Non-resident Rate

BOAT RAMP

$ 65
$130

(annual only)

Resident Rate
Non-resident Rate

$ 90
$180

MASTER
MASTER
PLUMBERS
PLUMBERS
Plumbing
Septic
Gas
HALF PAGE AD
Happy
New Year
From:

• Repipes & Repairs
• Septic
Inspections
Inspections
• Water Heaters
• Tub
&
Shower
Units
• ATU Maintenance
Leak Detections
• Boilers
•• Water
• Repairs
Water Heaters
Heaters
Pumpings
• Tankless
•• Garbage
Disposals
• Installations
Garbage Disposals
Repairs
Water Heaters
•• Backflows
• Pump
Stations
Backﬂows
Installations
• Repairs
•• Remodels/New
Const. • Sewer
Hookups
Plumbing Repairs
Pump Stations
• Installations
•• Water
Hookups
Remodels/ New Construction
•• Well
Plumbing
Sewer&and
Water Hookups
Inspections
Fully Licensed and Insured #CFC1427155

25
10%
OFF
Your Next Plumbing
Coupon

$

Backflow Test

Service
when
you
(value not to exceed $100)
mention
this
ad
limit one coupon per service call

Call Today for a FREE Estimate!!
Northport 429-8200
Venice/Sarasota 497-7900
Bradenton 747-9700
www.masterplumbersfl.com
www.masterplumbersandseptic.com
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$25

Mention this
ad and save

10%

BackFlow Test

when you mention this ad
limit one coupon per service call

Around South Venice and the SVCA
FROM MARTHA NEILSEN, Trust Chair

Beach Trust News

Happy New Year!
The Trust is looking forward to 2019
and we are hopeful the Red Tide is
behind us or at least will be much less
of an issue.
We would like to thank Carol McAnulty for her service as a Trustee for
the last two years. Carol replaced a
Trust Position that was vacated early.
The South Venice Civic Association has appointed John
Bridinger to the Trust starting in 2019. He will be serving a
five-year term. John has been a resident of the South Venice Community for fifteen years. Please join us in welcoming John to the Trust.
At the December Trust meeting, the Trustees voted to
broaden the previous Friends of the Beach to a new
group. Therefore the Trust Amended The Operational Procedures to read the Friends Of The Trust (FOTT).
This will hopefully bring both beach and boating people
together as volunteer support to the maintenance of all
Trust properties, assistance with initiatives such as fundraising and membership drives and to forward recommendations for operational improvements.
We are planning an organizing meeting for Wednesday,
January 23, 2019 at 6:00pm at the Civic Association building. Appetizers along with beer, wine and soft drinks will
be served. Please watch for emails with more information,
coming soon!

Captain’s Corner:

By Capt. Randall Patterson

I know I have mentioned before
what a great group of volunteers we
have, but it bears repeating, especially after our most recent big projects.
First, on October 13, the guys made
repairs to the railings going down to
the beach. The side of the steps
closest to the beach had been damaged by Hurricane Michael the week before. One rail was
broken and partially missing, and another (including the

A good sized volunteer crew showed up on October 13
to repair the dock on the beach side.
metal hand rail) was still there, but hanging loose. That
project took a couple of hours to complete.
Then, on November 28, the crew made repairs to the lower part of the island side dock. After several years of exposure to salt water at high tides, the bottom two levels had
deteriorated to the point they needed replaced. The guys
and I removed the old platforms and constructed a single
new platform using the original pilings. The new platform
is higher than the lowest level of the old dock, which
means it will spend less time in the water and should last
longer. It looks great, and the free labor saved the Trust
hundreds of dollars.
The whole project took less than six hours, and the volunteers brought their own tools, including generators to run
the power tools at the beach where there is no electricity.
I brought doughnuts, coffee, and beer (for when the job
was completed, obviously), and Martha Nielsen showed up
at noon with lunch for everyone.
Thanks again to Jerry Burrell, Dean Draper, Bo Fugazzi,
Bruce Martin, and Rick Nielsen. And a special thanks to
Walt Applegate, who got the wettest of anybody on a cold
day to recover tools we dropped in the water (and whose
favorite beer I neglected to bring). Also, thanks to Don
Dockery for help
on the and rails
in October.
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Home Sales: OCT. 16 to NOV. 15, 2018
Address

HTD

BE FB Built

Pool

Garage ADOM

List Price

Close Price

Learn Water Coloring with Carol Merenda at SVCA
Monthly sessions. Course starts the first
Wednesday of every month.
The full course is $90 (plus supplies)

New students may register at the class or contact
instructor Carol at 941-366-2866 to get started.

Classes every Wednesday
1:00-4:00pm at the Civic Association
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State of the Market
KELLEY ANN AYERS, EXIT Realty

Happy New Year! Wishing everyone
a healthy and prosperous 2019. This
article we have 60 days worth of
data instead of the normal 30 days
because there was no November
issue of the WAVE! (We wish
Maureen Holland a speedy recovery
from her broken arm!)
The national trends are showing that the market may be
shifting from a strong seller’s market to a more balanced
market and a buyers market. We are of course just approaching our busy season in our area so we may not
feel it just yet. Prices are consistently very good and inventory is only up slightly. Some experts say we are going to have a very strong 2019 in this region. There is
also a lot of new construction to factor in . . . but there is
another trend in that many people want No HOA Fees or
Rules and No Deed-Restrictions. Therefore, South Venice is a prime neighborhood for those buyers.
Fifty-six sales during this double-month period which is
normal for this time of the year. Of the 56 sales two
homes closed for over $300,000 again one on Phorus
Drive and the other on Gentian. Only nineteen homes
closed for under $200,000 in this period, and again nothing went for under $100,000. The average “sold price per
square foot” was $151.75 . . . almost exactly what is was
previously and again very consistent price per square
foot for the neighborhood. Also, the average sale price
this period was $214,811 which is great news for homeowners of South Venice Beach! There are currently 100
active listings at the time of this article which is down.
Thirty-five homes are currently under contract and
waiting to close. It is still a good time to sell! If you are
thinking of selling it definitely is a very good time to list
your home! Please call for a free market analysis!

1/2 PAGE
VERTICAL

Disclaimer: The sales information was gathered from the Multiple Listing Service and sales were by various participants of
MLS. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Here’s your
chuckle for
January!
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CURRENT RESIDENT OR

Voted Best Real Estate Agent

EIGHTH

REMax Hall of Fame Award
Lifetime Achievement Award

Alliance Group

1314 East Venice Avenue, Venice, FL 34285
A proven performer and a professional,
dedicated, full time real estate agent.
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TO LIST or SELL, CALL:
(941) 544-3775 | (941) 488-6262

email: gae.stewart@gaestewart.com

A Full Service Contractor
Gae Stewart-Dudley

GRI, CRS

FLO-TECH SERVICES

REPIPE Plumbing
PRO’S
AIR CONDITIONING

HALF PAGE AD

• Servicing All
Brands
AIR CONDITIONING
• Emergency
AND
Service
PLUMBING
• Maintenance
Agreements
Available
•Licenced Technicians

FREE
ESTIMATES
PLUMBING
________
• Emergency
M
AINTENANCE
Service
AGREEMENTS
• Remodeling
Bath & Kitchen&
REMODELING
Fixtures

and Air Conditioning

• REPIPE PRO’S
•Water Heaters

A Full Service Contractor
For all your service needs, call 941.426.3664

PLUMBING

AND AIR CONDITIONING
For all yourFREE
service ESTIMATES
needs, call 941.426.3664

