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Pancake Breakfast! 
All you can eat!  

   

OCTOBER 13 
8:00 to 10:00am 

Adults-$7   
Under 12-$4    
Toddlers free           

SAVE THE DATE 
NOVEMBER 10 

Welcome Back Party 
Dancing, cash bar 

 

      

Monthly Meetings 
OCTOBER GENERAL MEETING 
How to Care for your 
well and septic tank 

Don’t miss this one! 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 15 at 7:00pm 

 

SVCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Monday, OCTOBER 8 at 7:00pm 

    

SVBET TRUSTEES MEETING 
Wednesday,  OCTOBER 17 at 7:00pm 

 

 Committees and Clubs 
 SOUTH VENICE BOOK CLUB 

Tuesday, October 9 at 4:00pm 
   

CAMERA CLUB  
Every Monday 10:00am to noon 

    

     

VISIT US AT 
southvenicebeach.org 

SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING 
Some Straight Talk About Red Tide 
We welcomed Sarasota County Water Quality Manager John Ryan to our 
September 17 General Meeting to discuss the toxic red tide algae that has 
been plaguing us all summer.  John is a long time friend of South Venice 
and the SVCA and has addressed us before. He’s also been an important 
supporter of SVCA’s own Water Quality Task Force.  
Using a slide show, he covered the history, causes of the red tide, told us 
what the County and State currently do to address the problem and what  
needs to be done going forward. After his presentation, John graciously 
stayed for an extended Question and Answer period.  
Some of the points he made: 
 While red tide is naturally occurring, it can be exacerbated by nitro-

gen which is carried in stormwater runoff or from treated wastewater 
effluent that makes its way to the tidal creeks, estuaries and bays. 
Nitrogen is a fuel for toxic red tide algae blooms.   

 Data collected by the State of Florida has established that stormwater 
ponds typically installed by land development projects are only about 
40% effective in reducing nitrogen pollution from  fertilized lawns and 
paved areas.  

 Water quality data collected and available form Sarasota County’s 
Water Alas indicates that nitrogen concentrations have been increas-
ing for 20 years in both Lemon Bay and Sarasota Bay . 

 Those increases have occurred despite significant public investments  
Continued on page 11 

There was a large crowd at SVCA for John Ryan’s presentation. 
(Every time we took a photo, John was in that dark corner!) 
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Community Media  is 

the exclusive   publisher 
of this newsletter 

 
 

South Venice Beach Wave 
FOR ADVERTISING RATES  941-375-3699 

PO Box 1023, Venice FL 34284 
Clayton@4CommunityMedia.com 

    

The SVCA, the SVBET, Board of Directors, Trustees or its 
assigns will not be held liable for any services provided, 
work performed or offers made by any advertiser ap-
pearing in The Wave. 

Every Sunday at the SVCA building 

Fellowship Bible 
Church 

Services at 10:00    
Bible Study at 11:15  

    

South Venice  
Civic Association 

Your voice in Sarasota 
County for 63 years 

    

720 Alligator Drive 
South Venice Beach, FL 34293 

Phone: 941-493-0006  
Office hours: 9:00am to 1:00pm 
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 

Office administrator: Linda Fisher 
www.SouthVeniceBeach.org 
info@southvenicebeach.org 

2017 Board of Directors 
OFFICERS 

Walt Ernst, President/Treasurer 
Rick Curwood, Vice President 

Gail Parker, Secretary 
     

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
Maureen Holland 
Cherry Giovinazzo        

Bernard ‘Duke’ Doogue  
 
    

 South Venice Beach WAVE 
Editor: Maureen Holland 

wave@southvenicebeach.org 

    

Got something to say?  
We’d love to hear from you.  

SEND LETTERS TO:     

wave@southvenicebeach.org 
Names may be withheld upon request but all letters                

are subject to review.  

FROM JON THAXTON 
What the fishermen knew then about red 
tide — and what we need to know now 
Jon Thaxton is a former Sarasota County commissioner and          
a multigenerational Sarasota County native. 

The recent red tide outbreak created a firestorm 
of reactions not seen on Florida’s southwest 
coast since 2004, the last time an intense, long-
lived red tide impacted the area. But what’s 
most important about these two milestones is 
what happened between the two events. 
My earliest memories of red tide date back to 
my childhood, when I would hear firsthand ac-
counts of red tide coming ashore from the com-
mercial fishermen docking their boats at the Va-

mo and Osprey fish houses. 
In the late 1960s commercial fishing was still a thriving business in this 
area, and the industry’s connection to our local waterways was direct 
and meaningful. The commercial fishermen seemed to have a sixth 
sense when it came to understanding the relationship between land, 
water, weather and fish. 
While there was no shortage of “inspired” language used at the fish 
houses, I never heard a commercial fisherman use terms such as 
“stormwater pollution” or “nutrient loading.” Yet these third- and 
fourth-generation fishermen were remarkably accurate in describing 
their intuitive beliefs that the loss of mangroves and “piney woods” to 
suburban development was responsible for the reduced catches they 
were experiencing. 
By the early 1980s, Sarasota’s bays were unrecognizable from their 
condition just one generation past. Tourism, home sites, waterfront 
dining, and water-related recreation soon replaced commercial fishing 
as the top money-producing waterfront uses. 
But just like commercial fishing, these new industries depend on 
healthy beaches, bays and estuaries to thrive, and now represent es-
sential revenue sources to our local economy and tax base, as well as 
critical jobs that support thousands of local families. 
Research suggests that red tide is a naturally occurring phenomenon 
that has been a part of the Gulf of Mexico’s natural ecological balance 
since before Europeans populated coastal U.S. states. 
Red tide “blooms” start many miles offshore, well beyond the area 
impacted by land-based human activity. Offshore red tide blooms are 
enabled by iron carried into the sea from Saharan desert sandstorms. 
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For 63 years, the SVCA has been     
here for South Venice, for YOU! 

With your support, we are a strong voice           
in Sarasota County  

MEMBERSHIP MAKES US STRONG! 
When we’re strong, we are heard at the County 

on  civic and service issues that affect South 
Venice— like tree trimming, ditch mowing, code 

enforcement, mosquito spraying, drain maintenance, zoning, permitting, water and sewer.   
Together, we work to keep South Venice Beach a community to be proud of!  

Beautiful Neighborhoods  Initiative  •  Water Quality Task Force •   Siesta Waterway Clean-up   •  Shamrock 
Park Clean-up    •   Community   Emergency Response Team  •  International Coastal Cleanup  •  Government 

Affairs Committee to track issues and  liaise with Sarasota County  

This iron is then transformed by a marine micro-organism 
(Trichodesmium) into a food source consumed by other 
marine organisms, including the culprit that causes red 
tide, Karenia brevis. 
With the right combination of current and wind conditions, 
these naturally occurring red tide blooms drift landward, 
and there they come into contact with a human-generated 
condition — nitrogen-enriched seawater. 
While nitrogen is a naturally occurring 
element in the sea, excessive amounts of 
nitrogen become a pollutant proven to 
be responsible for many unhealthy and 
sometimes toxic marine conditions. 
Karenia brevis is known to thrive in nitro-
gen-rich environments, especially those 
forms of nitrogen that originate from 
urban and agricultural fertilizer, storm-
water runoff and poorly treated sewage 
effluent. 
Data suggest that the presence of near-shore, human-
sourced nitrogen causes a naturally occurring red tide 
event to become more severe in intensity and extend over 
a larger area of our coastline for longer periods. 
Our ability to influence dust storms and naturally occurring  
conditions some 50 miles offshore is either cost-
prohibitive, next-to-impossible or involves tampering with 
natural events that we shouldn’t be messing with. 
However, preventing nitrogen and other pollutants from 
entering our natural waterways to begin with is cost-
effective. We have the science and technologies to do it 
now. 
Not coincidentally, it’s the time between red tide out-
breaks when we see an erosion of the rules that reduce 
the amount of nutrients and other pollutants from enter-
ing our waterways. 

Even a casual observer can construe that no one is talking 
about weakening the laws that protect our public water-
ways when red tide is dominating public discourse. But 
when red tide is not front-of-mind, weakening or even 
eliminating regulations is a popular activity. 
For example, in 2010 Florida’s five water management dis-
tricts convened the most experienced stormwater experts 

to draft an evidence-based update to 
the state’s stormwater design stand-
ards. 
The new standards, if adopted, would 
have reduced the land-based pollutants 
that exacerbate harmful algae blooms 
and bacteria-related beach closures. 
The update was shelved for political 
reasons, and never saw the light of day. 
As hard as it may be to imagine now, 
this vivid, sensory-shattering red tide 
event will soon be a faded memory and 

the laws that protect our waterways and public health will 
once again be under siege. 
 

The time to act should not be limited to when we    
are in the throes of a crisis. It should be part of      

our everyday activities and policy-making decisions 
when the waters appear clean and blue. 

 
Buck, Boaty and Mutt may not sound like credentialed ma-
rine scientists, and they’re not. They are the names of real-
life local commercial fishermen who had a generational 
connection to the water and the landward areas that im-
pacted the sea. And their assessment that land-based hu-
man activities could be devastating to the health of local 
waterways was spot-on correct. 

With the right combination 
of current and wind condi-
tions, naturally occurring 
red tide blooms drift land-
ward, and there they come 
into contact with a human-
generated condition — ni-
trogen-enriched seawater. 
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Around South Venice and the SVCA  

FROM WALT ERNST 

President’s Message 
The red tide continues to plaque us 
with no sign of Mother Nature solving 
the problem. It’s a complicated dilem-
ma. The use of fertilizer gets the most 
press as the main cause. If this is true, 
we need to address this as well as oth-
er issues going on in Florida. Fertilizer 
run-off is exacerbated by run off emp-
tying into the Gulf of Mexico from the 
Mississippi River from the entire Mid-

west farm belt. So what is my point? We need help from 
the government to seek out and address all of the issues 
contributing to red tide. When you vote in November, I 

encourage you to 
keep this in mind 
and be informed of 
the stance that the 
politicians are tak-
ing on the problem 
and what ideas 
they have. It is un-

likely that red tide will be eliminated, but it can be mini-
mized.  Use your vote wisely. 
On a separate note, Lara Janson and her husband Don are 
moving to New Mexico. Lara will be missed in South Ven-
ice. She has contributed many hours as a board member of 
the SVCA and SVBET. In addition she has been heavily in-
volved in the Legacy Trail clean up and the Water Task 
Force. Best of luck in the next chapter of your lives. You 
will be missed. 
      

FROM TERESA GOOD, Shamrock Park  

Nature Center upgrades 
are on schedule  
As usual there are lots of things going on 
at Shamrock Park. The Shamrock Park 
Nature Center renovations are complete. 
The restrooms will be completed mid- 
October (we currently have a port-a-let in 
the parking area for visitors). We are con-
tinuing to enhance scrub jay habitat by 
removing palm trees that have en-

croached into their habitat. We are also hoping to do a 
small prescribed fire in the park soon which will also en-
hance scrub jay habitat! A bike repair station is being add-
ed near the Nature Center and a rain barrel should be 

hooked up and working soon, too! We are going to offer 
many new programs this winter and spring, so keep your 
eye out for the new Events Guide which should be availa-
ble sometime in November. You can get Event Guides at 
the Nature Center. As always, thank you for enjoying Sara-
sota County Parks! 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT THE PARK 
Demonstration Gardener Tour 
First Thursday of every month at 9:00am 
The Demonstration Garden offers a nice, shady place to 
gather and learn about Florida-friendly plants. Come on 
out and meet our Master Gardeners – and get answers to 
your landscape and gardening questions! Master Garden-
ers provide a tour and plant species list on the first Thurs-
day of every month. Meet in front of the Nature Center. 

Seasons & Serendipity Nature Walk 
Second Friday of every month from 8:00am to 9:30am 
Come join Parks Naturalist, Teresa Good to see the chang-
es in the park as summer turns into fall. We’ll learn a little 
bit of the history of the park, current habitat restoration 
projects and look for gopher tortoises, butterflies and Flor-
ida scrub jays. Don’t forget your sunscreen and binoculars! 
Meet outside the Nature Center for an adventure. 

SPECIAL: Florida Scrub Jay in Peril 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 7:00 to 8:00pm 
The state and federally threatened Florida scrub jay is the 
only species of bird unique to Florida. Why have the num-
bers been on the decline and is there anything we can do 
to help? Join master naturalist Kate Borduas as she teach-
es us about Florida scrub jays and their disappearing habi-
tat. Meet in the Nature Center classroom.  
For more information and to register, visit scgov.net/parks 
or call 941-861-5000. 
    

SOUTH VENICE BOOK CLUB 
What We’re reading 
FROM GAIL PARKER 
After a summer hiatus—which I hope eve-
ryone enjoyed—we’ll resume our monthly meetings on 
October 9 at 4:00pm at the Civic Association.  We have 
been reading Shelter in Place by Nora Roberts and will dis-
cuss the book at the meeting.  
Please join this congenial group. Everyone is welcome. Just 
show up! 

Welcome to our  
newest members! 

Sharon Johnson 
Tony McChesney  
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Around the SVCA 

Water Color Classes at SVCA 
Monthly sessions. Course starts the first Wednesday of 

every month. The course is $90 (plus supplies). New stu-
dents may register at the class or contact instructor Carol 

Merenda  at  941-366-2866 to get started.   
Wednesdays 1:00-4:00pm 

 

A BIG NEIGHBORLY GESTURE 
Thank you to the South   
Venice Yacht Club! 
Recently, your Board of Directors decided we needed 
some round tables—renters frequently asked for them. 
Money was allocated and we were about to make the pur-
chase when we had a call from the South Venice Yacht 
Club: they had ten round 8-top tables they didn’t need and 
they were ours if we could use them. Pure serendipity.  
So a few Saturdays ago, Gary Parker, John Bowne and 
Rick Curwood went over and picked up the tables. They 
were put to immediate use a week later for a large rental.  
Tremendous thanks to these good neighbors.  If you know 
anyone at the Club, be sure to let them know their gift is 
greatly appreciated. 
    

MORE THANKS TO . . ..  
Our good members who 
also came through 
At the September general meeting,  as our guest speaker 
was setting up, the PA system went out. But it’s fixed now 
because Dwight Sullivan came over and fixed it for free! 
Thanks so much Dwight.  
We’ve been asking for some new coffee pots to feed ‘the 
crowds’. Chuck Chapman just donated one. Thank you 
Chuck. Look for it at our next general meeting. We’re sure 
it’ll  make great coffee!  

   

JANUARY YARD SALE 
Donations are already 
coming in  
Since we now have storage—thanks to Carol Jiga—for our 
January yard sale, we can take your donated items at any 
time.  If you have furniture or anything you need help 
moving, just give Gail Parker at call at 941-244-0814 and 
she’ll arrange a pick-up.  You can also drop off at the build-
ing or office.  
Already we’ve gotten stuff from Bob and Donna Pietras 
and Barbara Burkett. Thanks to them. 
So look around the house, check the garage—we’ve all got 
stuff we can donate to the Yard Sale. Remember that this 
is our largest fund raiser of the year. Your donations really 
matter and make a difference! 

Maybe you have something you 
think we might be able to use? 
Give Linda a call at 941-493-0006 and if we can’t use it at 
the Civic Association, 
we can put it into stor-
age for the January 
Yard Sale.     

FREE WI-FI AT SVCA 
NETWORK NAME:  

SVCA 
ACCESS KEY:    
civic1955 

Some Useful Local Numbers 
 County Sheriff  (non-emergency)    941-951-5800 

 FPL Emergency           800-468-8243 
 Verizon Emergency       800-483-1000  
 FL Highway Patrol         941-483-5911 
 Code Enforcement        941-861-3280 
 Waste Managem’t         941-493-4100 
 Solid Waste Pick-up      941-861-6758 
 FEMA Emergency         800-621-3362    
 Venice library                 941-861-1330 
 Jacaranda Library      941-861-1260 
 Venice Theatre       941-488-1115 
 SCAT Bus                      941-861-1234 
 SVCA /SVBET       941-493-0006 

SOUTH VENICE PRIDE  
Got yours yet? Why not? 
Why not! They’re handsome, they help  
the SVCA and  have our SVCA logo with the  
marsh bird.  
They’re available in a variety of  
colors and sizes.  
Get them in the office or  
call Linda there  
at 941-493-0006 
Members: - $15 
Non-members $20  
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NOTE: Lara Jansen with her husband Don, will be leaving 
us soon as they relocate to Las Cruces NM. Many of you 
know of her remarkable contributions to the SVCA and to 
the larger South Venice community. From her work with 
the Water Quality Task Force (which became the Siestas 
Waterway Restoration), CERT, the regular Venetian Water-
way clean-ups, Beautiful Neighborhoods and so many 
more efforts, Lara has also been a Board member of the 
SVCA and a Beach Trustee. We will miss her energy and her 
wisdom. New Mexico is gaining a great new citizen.  

FROM LARA JANSEN 
A Brief History of the Siesta 
Waterway Restoration 
This project was a community initiative by South Venice 
residents and began in early 2011, when we targeted Sies-

ta Ditch (now Siesta waterway) for 
improvement. First we had to clean 
the waterway from trash dumped over 
the years, including a computer moni-
tor, a microwave oven, tires, dog car-
casses (not pleasant), metal grates, 
and many unidentifiable items. We 
filled nearly half a dozen County 
dumpsters! 
Next we got down into the waterway , 
raking out the green scum from the 

water and the muck at the bottom of 
the waterway for disposal. Immediately, the water began 
running clear and soon the fish, frogs, and birds returned. 
There were a lot of invasive plants, so we chose a small 
‘test area’ and removed the invasive plants. 
With $274,000 South Venice Community Plan money as a 
match, the County secured a $546,000 grant from the 
Southwest Florida Water Management District to com-
plete the project.  
To date, the project has constructed a total of 7,500 linear 
feet of waterway providing cost effective bank stabiliza-
tion , improved water quality and habitat renewal.  
Our project has become a model now adapted by Sarasota 
County and we’ve been visited by government ad environ-
mental officials from other areas who want to replicate 
what we’ve achieved. Oh, the power of volunteers! 
An added benefit is that this project has built a collabora-
tive relationship between the County and the South Venice 
Civic Association.  
Eventually we hope to restore all the waterways and lakes 
in South Venice. This is a generational project that will be 
ongoing.  

WQTF NEXT PROJECT 
Water Quality Task Force 
Clean Water program  
The South Venice Water Quality Task Force, along with 
other organizations, are working on a long range proposal 
for Lemon Bay and the Lemon Bay Watershed. If you are 
interested in working on this project, we want and need 
ideas and input from you!  
Interested? contact  Harrison Fox (hwfox14@gmail.com) 
Lemon Bay, its watershed its tributary waterways, a south-
west Florida gem, needs to be restored to good health. It is  
reaching a tipping point: each of the three indicator cate-
gories—pollution, habitat, and living creatures—have dra-
matically degenerated since 1940.  
Potential partners include: Southwest Florida Water Man-
agement District, Sarasota, Charlotte, and Lee County 
agencies, Mosaic, Sierra Club, Audubon, Senator Rubio’s 
office, Florida’s NEP, Tourism council, Charlotte Harbor 
NEP, and MOTE Marine.  

BIOSWALE IMPROVEMENT 

Roadside Beautification       
project on hold 
The Roadside Beautification project, which we announced 
earlier this year, was supposed to begin in June 2018. It is 
now on hold. Mollie Holland, NEST Coordinator, has to put 
the project on the back burner until she can secure grant 
funding and develop a program for planting swales.  
Once it gets going, this project entails planting Florida na-
tive vegetation at the top of the swale to help clean rain-
water runoff before it enters the swale and finds its way 
through the watershed into Lemon Bay and eventually into 
the Gulf of Mexico.  
Through the NEST program we hope to be able to get 
plants from the county and have volunteers including the 

     South Venice Civic Association 
         V O L U N T E E R S  I N  A C T I O N  

Lara Jansen 

There’s a terrific video at 
vimeo.com featuring the 
SVCA volunteers.  Go to 
the link and hear them 
describe the project. 
vimeo.com/104221104 
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Weddings • Company Parties • Birthdays  
Organization Meetings • Classes • Speakers 
Graduation Parties • Showers • Memorials 

Family or Class Reunions • Dances 
Exhibitions  • Product Demonstrations 

 

GOT AN EVENT? You can rent the hall! 
We’re also a great facility for regular classes and meetings 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SVCA MEMBER RATES 
FULL DAY: full hall $360 or half hall $240 
HALF DAY: full hall $200 or half hall $120 

 ASK ABOUT  
MONTHLY or  

WEEKLY RATES 

NON-MEMBER RATES 
FULL DAY: full hall  $450 or half hall $300 
HALF DAY: full hall $260 or half hall $150 

AFFORDABLE and CONVENIENT    AMPLE PARKING   FULLY EQUIPPED  KITCHEN    
Contact Linda in the office at 941-493-0006 or info@southvenicebeach.org for hall      

availability and more information 

Around South Venice and the SVCA  

homeowner, do the planting. The homeowner would do 
the ongoing maintenance of the planting. 
Right now, we don’t know when the program will com-
mence. If you signed up previously, your name is still on 
the list. It might be nice to get a committee going for this 
project. Contact the South Venice Water Quality Task 
Force if you would like to help form a committee. Contact 
Harrison Fox at hwfox14@gmail.com. 

SO, CAN YOU STUFF ENVELOPES? 
2019 Membership Mailing  
This year, for the first time in a decade, we are doing a 
‘shotgun’ mailing to almost 3000 households. This will be 
an aggressive campaign to grow our membership. We're 

targeting the residents north of Alligator Creek. If it goes 
well, we’ll do it again in October of 2019 to target house-
holds south of the Creek.  
This is a big mailing for us, so we’re looking for helpers.  
Gail Parker is supervising this effort and she says that at 
present we’re looking at Saturday October 6 at 10:00am —
unless the hall gets rented out in the meantime. Contact 
her at 941-244-0814 if you can help and also to double 
check the date.  

NOTICE: Tables for our December 8 Arts and Crafts 
Fair are already sold out, so we will definitely do it 
again sometime next year. (And maybe we should 

raise the table price too!) 
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HALF PAGE AD 

“This next one is a hard-rockin’, kick-ass, take-no-prisoners tune  
we wrote about turning 60.” 

1 2Patronize the advertisers 
in this month’s newsletter

Ask the business for 
your Community Cash 
ticket OR a copy of 
your receipt & clip this 
ad   

3 Mail it back to us at:
Community Media
220 Bahama Street
Venice, FL 34285

4 Every month we draw new 
tickets for CASH PRIZES and 
mail winners a check!

Community Media (Your Newsletter Publisher) Presents: 

How it works:

Every Month is a New Chance to Win!
1 drawing for $100
10 drawings for $10In Cash Prizes Available Monthly

Remember, the only way to win is to patronize the 
advertisers in this newsletter.  They are the reason your 
newsletter is free, so show your support!

 • Limit one ticket per advertiser’s service per quarter( 3 month period)• 
Customer must have paid for advertiser's service to play • 

Contest void where prohibited by law •
• Checks will be mailed within 60 days of drawing date •

More Chances to Win:
Recommend a business you currently use that should 
advertise in this newsletter.  When you continue to use 
them you increase your chances for Community Cash!
Submit to info@4communitymedia.com or 941-375-3699

Ben Brubaker.........................  $100 ............... Recreational Golf Cars of Florida
Norman Shu� .......................... $10 ............... Royal Enterprises
Terri Campbell ......................... $10 ............... Imperial Electric Service of Pinellas
Voilet McMahon...................... $10 ............... Rick's Appliance Repair
Ed Perella ................................... $10 ............... Air Masters of Pinellas, Inc
Judith Bennett......................... $10 ............... Boss Electric Corp.
Lou Ann Gatton....................... $10 ............... Bob's Mobile Hoome Washing
Rene Dean................................. $10 ............... Nature's Resource Pest Control
James Ververis ......................... $10 ............... Battleline Termite & Pest Control
Cheryl Clark .............................. $10 ............... Jones & Sons Plumbing, Inc
Gail Marquis.............................. $10 ............... Appliance Specialty

Drawing Date - 9/12/18

VendorWinner 
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Captain’s Corner:  
By Capt. Randall Patterson 
Well, that was a crazy summer. The worst red tide 
bloom ever recorded lasted the whole season and, 
while it has mitigated somewhat, continues as I 
write this. Recent changes in weather patterns, 
and a little help from Tropical Storm Gordon, have 
given us a few nice days here and there. We’ve 

missed a lot of you regulars, which is understandable. Why would you 
come out in bad conditions when you know there’ll be better days 
ahead?  Seems like a few days we had nothing but tourists/renters who 
had no idea what they were getting into.   
We had a group of volunteers clean the dead fish off the beach, but 
new ones just showed up a few days later.  It sure seemed like a losing 
battle, but they gave it their best.   
The captains kept the ferry running for the brave (crazy?) few who ven-
tured over for a look.  We closed early only a couple times when condi-
tions made even sitting in the ferry house unbearable.  We also closed 
for two days to make some Coast Guard required repairs.  Seemed like 
a good time to get those out of the way since almost no one was going 
to the beach anyway.   
As I pointed out in my July column, red tide blooms happen when conditions are just right, and it may be awhile before 
we see anything like this summer’s bloom again. But this was a real eye opener for a lot of people, and hopefully will be 

the impetus for real change to reduce the frequency and 
intensity of future blooms.  Personally, I and my coworkers 
at the educational boat Carefree Learner (my other job with 
Sarasota Public Schools) are changing the curricula to teach 
students about the causes of harmful algal blooms and the 
need for change. 
The ferry has been here for over 50 years and has survived 
natural and manmade disasters before. There’s every rea-
son to think that with some forethought and the continued 
support of the South Venice community,  it’ll be here 50 
years from now for those students’ grandchildren to enjoy. 

 
 
 
 
 
      

Ferry and Ramp Fees 
     FERRY — ANNUAL 
    Resident Rate  $130 

    Non-resident Rate    $260 

  FERRY —  MONTHLY 
    Resident Rate     $ 65 

    Non-resident Rate  $130 

  BOAT RAMP (annual only) 
    Resident Rate    $ 90 

    Non-resident Rate  $180 

FROM MARTHA NEILSEN, Chair 
Beach Trust News 

Starting in October the Trust 
meetings will be on the third 
Wednesday of the month at 
7:00pm,  due to the South 
Venice Civic Association's 
Community Center being 
rented out on Tuesday 
nights. The next Trust 
meeting is October 17 at 
7:00pm.  We hope to see 
you there! 

  

  

  

QUARTER PAGE 
AD 
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Home Sales: AUG. 16 to SEPT. 15, 2018 
 Address                                            HTD     BE   FB    Built         Pool         Garage   ADOM      List Price    Close Price    

 

State of the Market   
KELLEY ANN AYERS, EXIT Realty 
Twenty four sales period this edition of the WAVE. Not bad for the end of summer, especially 
this summer!  September is always the most quiet month of the entire year…typically because 
of storms. Of the 24 sales again two homes closed for over $300,000 with the highest sale at 
$325,000 on Citrus Road! Fifteen homes closed for under $200,000 in this period, but nothing 
went for under $100,000. The average “sold price per square foot” was $144.87 ….. a consistent 
price per square foot for the neighborhood.  Also, the average sale price this period was 

$208,119… still good news for homeowners of South Venice Beach!  There are currently 77 Active listings at the time 
of this article. About the same as last month and is still low number of Active listings for the South Venice Beach 
neighborhood.  Fifty-two homes are currently Under Contract and waiting to close…that is a very strong number! It is 
still a Seller’s Market! The inventory is low and home values are up!  If you are thinking of selling it definitely is a very 
good time to list your home! Please call for a free market analysis!  
Disclaimer: The sales information was gathered from the Multiple Listing Service (MLS). The sales were by various participants of 
MLS. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 
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Red Tide presentation 
Continued  
in stormwater improvement projects, septic tank replace-
ments, and the reduction or elimination of direct 
wastewater discharges.   
He added that the increases in nitrogen levels would 
probably have been even higher without these public in-
vestments, but the best investment is preventative. We 
need updated storm-
water regulations for 
new developments to 
reduce nitrogen levels 
before they go into 
waterways. 
John said he admires 
the work of our South 
Venice Water Quality 
Task Force and called it 
a model of proactive 
citizen initiatives to 
address water quality issues (including nitrogen from sep-
tic  tanks) and urged we support them.  
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and your next printing job...

Call us for your ...
 - Note Pads 
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 - Stickers
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 - Website Development
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A proven performer and a professional, 
dedicated, full time real estate agent.

1314 East Venice Avenue, Venice, FL 34285
Alliance Group

Voted Best Real Estate Agent
REMax Hall of Fame Award
Lifetime Achievement Award

TO LIST or SELL, CALL: 
(941) 544-3775 | (941) 488-6262

email: GaeStew@aol.com
Gae Stewart-Dudley   GRI, CRSGae Stewart-Dudley   GRI, CRS

MASTER
PLUMBERS

Plumbing Septic Gas
• Repipes • Inspections • Water Heaters
• Leak Detections • ATU Maintenance • Boilers
• Water Heaters • Pumpings • Tankless
• Garbage Disposals • Repairs    Water Heaters
• Backflows • Installations • Repairs
• Plumbing Repairs  • Pump Stations • Installations
• Remodels/ New Construction
• Sewer and Water Hookups    

              Fully Licensed and Insured #CFC1427155

$25
Backflow Test

when you
mention this ad

Call Today for a FREE Estimate!!
Northport 429-8200

Venice/Sarasota 497-7900
Bradenton 747-9700

www.masterplumbersandseptic.com

Mention this 
ad and save

10%

Coupon
10% OFF 
Your Next Plumbing 

Service
(value not to exceed $100)

limit one coupon per service call

• Repipes & Repairs
• Tub & Shower Units
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
• Backflows
• Remodels/New Const.
• Water Hookups
• Well & Plumbing
   Inspections

• Septic Inspections
• ATU Maintenance
• Repairs
• Installations
• Pump Stations
• Sewer Hookups

$25 
BackFlow Test

when you mention this ad

limit one coupon per service call

Happy 
Halloween
From:

MASTER
PLUMBERS

www.masterplumbersfl.com

http://www.atthewaterfront.com
http://www.masterplumbersandseptic.com

