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FROM WALT ERNST 
President’s Message 
We are fast approaching elections again with the pri-
maries coming in late August. The candidates, as well 
as the issues that will be on the ballot, are seeking 
your support through direct mail, billboards, and 
neighborhood meetings. It is easy to become confused 

with everything that is thrown in our direction.   
So once again, we are hosting a Meet the Candidates Night on Thursday, 
April 9 from 6:00 to 8:00pm. Our format is different from most: instead of 
debates between candidates, the candidates will be at individual tables 
where you will be able to personally interact with them and ask your 
questions face to face.  Details on page 3. 
The South Venice Civic Association does not take sides or pick candidates 
to support. Our mission is to help you be informed so that you can make 
the choice that best meets your needs.  We are pleased that we’re able to 
provide you that opportunity. 

WORKING TOGETHER: THE SVCA AND TRUST  

The new website is up  
While still under construction, our new website, Welcome to  South Venice Beach, is now live. To 
develop the site, SVCA and the Beach Endowment Trust contracted with Scott Prentice, a photogra-
pher and website developer. Scott is a local resident who enjoys the natural beauty and all that 
South Venice has to offer, and has now given us a highly functional and user friendly site which we 
encourage everyone to visit.  

It’s at the same address, southvenicebeach.org. You’ll still be able to use the site to pay SVCA mem-
bership fees as well as get ferry tags and boat ramp keys. One of the neat-
est features of the new site is a link on the home page for current infor-
mation about red tide status.  The new 
site is another example of the Trust and 
the Civic Association working side by side 
to serve all of us.  

    

Monthly Meetings 
General Membership Meetings 

will resume in September. 
    

SVCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Monday, AUGUST 13 at 7:00pm 

    

SVBET TRUSTEES MEETING 
No meeting in August. 

 

 Committees and Clubs 
 SOUTH VENICE BOOK CLUB 

We’ll resume in the Fall 
   

CAMERA CLUB  
Every Monday 10:00am to noon 

    

FREE WI-FI AT SVCA 
NETWORK NAME:  

SVCA 
ACCESS KEY:    
civic1955 

Welcome to our  
newest members! 

Jennifer Antonsen 
Sharon & Steve Shustack 

John Redman 

Scott Prentice 
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Community Media  is 

the exclusive   publisher 
of this newsletter 

 
 

South Venice Beach Wave 
FOR ADVERTISING RATES  941-375-3699 

PO Box 1023, Venice FL 34284 
Clayton@4CommunityMedia.com 

    

The SVCA, the SVBET, Board of Directors, Trustees or its 
assigns will not be held liable for any services provided, 
work performed or offers made by any advertiser ap-
pearing in The Wave. 

Every Sunday at the SVCA building 

Fellowship Bible 
Church 

Services at 10:00    
Bible Study at 11:15  

    

South Venice  
Civic Association 

Your voice in Sarasota 
County for 63 years 

    

720 Alligator Drive 
South Venice Beach, FL 34293 

Phone: 941-493-0006  
Office hours: 9:00am to 1:00pm 
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 

Office administrator: Linda Fisher 
www.SouthVeniceBeach.org 
info@southvenicebeach.org 

2017 Board of Directors 
OFFICERS 

Walt Ernst, President/Treasurer 
Rick Curwood, Vice President 

Gail Parker, Secretary 
     

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
Maureen Holland 
Cherry Giovinazzo        

Bernard ‘Duke’ Doogue  
 

 South Venice Beach WAVE 
Editor: Maureen Holland 

wave@southvenicebeach.org 

Water Color Classes at SVCA 
Monthly sessions. Course starts the first Wednesday of every month. 
The course is $90 (plus supplies). New students may register at the 

class or contact instructor Carol Merenda  at  941-366-2866 and 
she’ll get you started.   

Wednesdays 1:00-4:00pm 
 

Around South Venice  

WE LOVE OUR PEOPLE 
Thank you thank you thank you! 
Last month we  told you we needed some off-site storage space to 
store donations for the next Community Yard Sale in January.  It’s our 
biggest fund-raiser of the year and the success of the event is partly 
dependent on being able to accept and store donations over many 
months. And that  is dependent on having a place to store those do-
nations.  
Well, Carol Jiga came through. She stepped up and offered us a gar-
age here in South Venice. Now we’ll be able to take donations for the 
January sale any time. By the way, we’ve confirmed January 19 for 
the Annual sale. If you have something  you’d like to donate now, you 
can contact Gail Parker at 941-244-0814 or gaprk5@aol.com. 
Also, big thanks to Gary Bryant for donating  an Epsom Color Printer 
for the office. (Linda especially is grateful!) 
    

SOMETHING WONDERFUL 
The power of social media  
On July 5, a dog was lost. The owners, South Venice residents, had 
left her for the day with friends in Bradenton and she just ran off.  
The owner posted on Facebook, hundreds of people shared and re-
posted to personal pages and group pages. It went up on Craig's List, 
on Nextdoor Neighborhood, and many others. There are apparently 
websites for lost pets as well. Within 48 hours, she was found and 
brought home. Isn’t that wonderful!! 
PS: She was a nursing mother and her puppies were still in South 
Venice. But all is now well.   
 

     

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR     
Got something to say?  

We’d love to hear from you.  
 SEND LETTERS TO:     

  wave@southvenicebeach.org 
  Maureen Holland, Editor    

 
Names may be withheld upon request but all letters                

are subject to review.  
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Around South Venice and the SVCA  
 
 
 

 
    

WELCOME RON! 
Ron Stadelman appointed to SVCA Board 
SVCA President has appointed Ron Stadelman to the Board seat vacated by  Suellyn Norton.  
Ron is a South Venice resident, SVCA members and a realtor with Accardi and Associates here 
in Venice, He has worked in real estate sales for 33 years and is a past president of the 
McHenry County, 
Illinois, Association 
of Realtors.  
As a realtor Ron 

brings a very welcome set of skills to the 
Board, as well as a commitment to the future 
of  South Venice and of the Civic Association.  
By the way, if you were wondering who put  
all the American flags out on Jamaica, Kim-
ball, Leeward and Mohawk for the Fourth of 
July, that was Ron! 

WAYBACK MACHINE 
Can you guess who this is? 
Take a look at that smile . . . It hasn’t changed 
in all these years. That’s our former SVCA 
President, Kelley Ann Ayers.  
Florida born and bred, Kelly is now a very suc-
cessful realtor (see her column on Page 11). 
Althoughh she recently moved from our 
neighborhood to Nokomis, to us, Kelly will 
ALWAYS be a South Venice girl.  
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WATER QUALITY TASK FORCE 
Right, Rich Zinn of the SVCA Water Quality Task Force, is one of the volunteers who 

provide data as part of the Aquatic Preserve Program to the Flor-
ida Dept. of Environmental Protection. Rich collects his monthly 
samples collection on Lemon Bay, the northernmost collection 
point, from the South Venice boat ramp. Anyone who’d like to 
join this effort is invited to contact: 
Mylinda (Mindy) Brown at  (941) 575-5861 or email her at  
Melynda.a.brown@dep.state.fl.us 
KEEP SARASOTA BEAUTIFUL 
Below,  South Venice Trash Buddies Gary Bennett, Lara Jansen, Marla Wilcox at Nokomis Beach for 
Keep Sarasota County Beautiful's Liberty Litter cleanup 

July 5. All around the county volunteers cleaned up 
where folks gathered to watch county firework displays. The Trash Buddies 

noted that there was less trash on 
the beach compared to previous 
years. 
SVCA VOLUNTEERS LEARN 
CIVICS 101 
Right, South Venice Water Quality 
Task Force and SVCA members 
Kirsten Ritter and Lara Jansen with 
(center) Miranda Lansdale, Community Outreach Specialist, Sarasota County 
Government Planning and Development Services Department, Neighborhood 
Services. The SVCA members were part of the County’s Civics 101 class, which  
began in June and concludes on  August 9. There were seven sessions: Constitu-
tional Officers; Ethics, Relations, Communications, and Technology; Health and 

Human Services; Emergency Services; Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources; Libraries and Historical Resources; and 
Sarasota County UF/IFAS Extension Services and SCAT. For anyone interested in doing the class, there will be a Winter 
session and the class is free. Information at  https://www.scgov.net/government/planning-and-development-services  

SHAMROCK PARK—WATERWAY CLEANUP 
At the Venetian Waterway Park Cleanup on July 14 were Cathy Glen, Kirsten Ritter, Bill Brennan, Ron Stadelman, Lau-
rie Hartman and Sara Calabrese. 

Upcoming Workdays 
      SATURDAY, AUGUST 11 at 8:30am 

Beautiful Neighborhood Project  
   SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 AT 8:00am 

Stasko Park/Faun Lake Habitat Revitalization  
Meet at the Park at 2101 Scenic Drive 

        

To learn more about this program or any of our other 
Community improvement projects, including the Water 

Quality Task Force, contact Lara at                                                                     
941-223-6996 or  LaraineJansen777@gmail.com 

    South Venice Civic Association 
         V OLU N T E E RS  I N  A C T I O N  

Lara Jansen 
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Around South Venice and the SVCA  

South Venice Civic Association 
We’ve been here for you             

for 63 years! 
Family Membership STILL ONLY $60 

JOIN or RENEW by mail, phone, online or at the office 

FROM TERESA GOOD, Park Naturalist 

What’s coming up at      
Shamrock Park  

I am happy to announce that we have 
two  additions to our Florida Scrub Jay 
population this year, after two successful 
fledglings; we’re continually striving to 
restore our scrub habitat for their surviv-
al. Historically, Florida’s natural scrub 
habitat was maintained by lightening 
fires. Since it is not practical to let lighten-
ing fires burn at Shamrock, we try to mim-
ic nature by doing prescribed fires. Due to 

Shamrock’s urban location, this isn’t always possible ei-
ther. Due to lack of fire, the scrub 
oaks, palmetto, wax myrtle and 
other trees and shrubs become 
too overgrown, producing poor 
Florida scrub, until it is no longer 
inhabitable for Scrub Jays. We try 
to squeeze prescribed burns as 
much as possible, but also use 
alternative methods for keeping 
those wily shrubs suitable for our 
jays.  
Now that nesting season has end-
ed, we have begun the restora-
tion process again. One of the methods we use to restore 
our the habitat is called “restoration mowing”. This meth-
od is used to reduce “curtains”, which are high shrubs 
along zone borders. Reducing these curtains allows the 
jays to spot predators, which in turn, permits safer travel 
for the jays from zone to zone. If scrub habitat gets too 
high, scrub jays tend to leave in search of safer habitats. If 
we didn’t maintain enough healthy scrub,  they would all 
but disappear from the park. When you are out walking 
the park, you may notice some areas that have been 
mowed. This is all part of the process. 
Coming up at the Park this month 
Demonstration Gardener Tour 
THURSDAY, August 2 at 9:00am 
(and the first Thursday of every month) 
Despite the summer heat and humidity, the Demonstra-
tion Garden offers a nice, shady place to gather and learn 
about Florida-friendly plants. Come on out and meet our 
Master Gardeners – and get answers to your landscape 

and gardening questions! Master Gardeners provide a 
tour and plant species list on the first Thursday of every 
month. Meet in front of the Nature Center. 
    

Seasons & Serendipity Nature Walk 
FRIDAY, August 10th at 8:00am 
Come join us for an enchanting walk through Shamrock 
Park to see the blooms of summer. We’ll also learn a little 
bit of the history of the park, current habitat restoration 
projects and look for gopher tortoises, butterflies and Flor-
ida scrub jays. Don’t forget your sunscreen and binoculars! 
Meet Parks Naturalist, Teresa Good, outside the Nature 
Center for an adventure. 
    

New decals support Florida’s 
manatees, sea turtles 
The Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation  Commission is-
sues new decals every year. If you’re interested, they’re  
available at:   
     

MyFWC.com 
(click through to 
get the decals).  

 

      
 

 
These water-
proof decals 
help fund man-
atee and sea 
turtle conser-
vation efforts  
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Weddings • Company Parties • Birthdays  
Organization Meetings • Classes • Speakers 
Graduation Parties • Showers • Memorials 

Family or Class Reunions • Dances 
Exhibitions  • Product Demonstrations 

 

GOT AN EVENT? You can rent the hall! 
We’re also a great facility for regular classes and meetings 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SVCA MEMBER RATES 
FULL DAY: full hall $360 or half hall $240 
HALF DAY: full hall $200 or half hall $120 

 ASK ABOUT  
MONTHLY or  

WEEKLY RATES 

NON-MEMBER RATES 
FULL DAY: full hall  $450 or half hall $300 
HALF DAY: full hall $260 or half hall $150 

AFFORDABLE and CONVENIENT    AMPLE PARKING   FULLY EQUIPPED  KITCHEN    
Contact Linda in the office at 941-493-0006 or info@southvenicebeach.org for hall      

availability and more information 

We always need a laugh, but remember: we’re just go-
ing into the heart of the hurricane season.  

They’re not all like Isaac, so be prepared.  
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Around the SVCA 

SOUTH VENICE PRIDE  
Got yours yet? Why not? 
Why not! They’re great, they help  
the SVCA and  have our SVCA logo with the  
marsh bird.  
They’re available in a variety of  
colors and sizes.  
 
Get them in the office or call Linda there  
at 941-493-0006 
Members: - $15 
Non-members $20  
 

      

We still are hoping for some 
GUTTERS and DOWNSPOUTS 
Our community building needs some new gutters. We thought 
that before we have to 
purchase them, we’d ask. 
Got any left over from a 
job at your house? A job 
you’ve been working on 
(contractor alert!)? If you 
do, give Rick Curwood a 
call at 941-493-5613. He 
can pick them up if you 
don’t have a truck.  

A few more things . . .  
We’d like to replace our large coffee-makers 
They get a LOT of use and need to be retired. Look-
ing for 30 or 20 cup capacity.  
HOW ABOUT LARGE TABLE TOP TEFLON GRILLS 
We can use more of these for our pancake break-
fasts. More grills, more pancakes! More pancakes, 
no lines! 
MAYBE YOU’VE SPOTTED SOMETHING WE NEED? 
Give Linda a call at 941-493-0006 and if we can’t 
use it at the Civic Association, we can put it into 
storage for the January Yard Sale.     
    

Support us so we can be 
here to continue supporting you! 

 

Wish List . . .  
COMING UP FOR SEASON 
SVCA Calendar set  
On July 24, the Board of Directors met at the Civ-
ic Association to plan activities from this October 
to  May of 2019.  
There will be dinners, dances, great meeting pro-
grams, a Business Expo, a Craft Fair (maybe two!) 
and of course our popular Pancake breakfasts. 
We’ll have a Breakfast with Santa in December, a 
“Senior Prom” in February, a dinner/dance to 
celebrate St. Patrick's’ Day and for Easter per-
haps an egg hunt and Breakfast with the Bunny. 
But before all that, remember the Meet the Can-
didates night is coming up on August 9. 
Here are just a few of the programs we’ve tenta-
tively planned for monthly meetings: 
 How to care for your well and septic 
 All about the Senior Friendship Center 
 State of the Union: Annual report on the 

SVCA 
 Slide show and presentation on the 63 year 

history of SVCA and the beach. 
As we go forward, we’ll be adding events and 
welcome your input. If you’ve got an idea contact 
the office and ask Linda to put you in touch with 
Walt Ernst.  
   

WATCH THOSE MOSQUITOS 
Some West Nile Virus here 
in South County 
Sarasota County is posting this message: On July 
26, the Federal Department of Health in Sarasota 
County advised residents there has been an in-
crease in mosquito borne disease activity in areas 
of Sarasota County. The pools of mosquitoes 
which tested positive for West Nile Virus were 
collected in unincorporated areas of Sarasota 
County near Venice. Sarasota County Mosquito 
Management has already treated the area.  
Mosquito management had trucks in the area 
right away, but the pubic is still advised to remain 
vigilant by draining standing water to prevent 
mosquitoes from multiplying as well as pro-
tecting skin with clothing and insect repellent. If 
you want more information or have any ques-
tions, call  941-861-5000 or visit scgov.net 
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Captain’s Corner:  
By Capt. Randall Patterson 
The last few weeks have been a difficult time for 
beach goers. A heavy red tide bloom resulted in 
hazard warnings being issued by the county health 
department. The red tide also caused fish kills 
which littered the beach and resulted in dozens of 
marine mammal deaths. It was one of the worst 

blooms I’ve seen in 15 years on the water here. All in all, going to the 
beach became an unpleasant experience.  
Red tide is a generic term for a number of Harmful Algal Blooms, or 
HABs, that effect our area. The most common HAB is from an organism 
called Karenia brevis (K. brevis), a phytoplankton which contains a pow-
erful neurotoxin which can kill marine life and cause harm to humans.  
Wave action can rupture the cells, releasing the toxin into the air, 
where we breathe it in causing respiratory irritation.  The Beach Hazard 
warnings are to advise people with respiratory issues, such as asthma, 
to avoid affected areas. It can also cause skin irritation in some people 
while swimming and illness if you consume affected seafood.  
While red tide is not new (check out the 1963 film “Flipper” starring 
Chuck Connors and Mitzi the Dolphin) blooms are increasing in both frequency and intensity. K. brevis is naturally oc-
curring and is always present in the Gulf, but when conditions force it close to shore it is fed by fertilizer and animal 
waste runoff. Increasing water temperatures and carbon dioxide levels due to climate change are also involved.  So as 
long as population growth continues, agricultural and lawn chemical use increases, and we ignore human impact on the 
climate, red tide will only get worse.  We’ll probably have to get used to it as just another of the inconveniences, like 
hurricanes and tourists, of living on the Florida Coast.  
For information on where red tide is at any given time, check out https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/hab/gomx.html, or 
Mote Aquarium’s Beach Report at  https://visitbeaches.org. 
On a more positive note, we’re looking for someone with sewing skills, and equipment that can handle heavy 
fabric, to volunteer for a project on the ferry. If you are such a person, or know such a person, please contact 
me through the office at (941) 493-0006.  

 
 
 
 
 
      

Ferry and Ramp Fees 
     FERRY — ANNUAL 
    Resident Rate  $130 

    Non-resident Rate    $260 

  FERRY —  MONTHLY 
    Resident Rate     $ 65 

    Non-resident Rate  $130 

  BOAT RAMP (annual only) 
    Resident Rate    $ 90 

    Non-resident Rate  $180 

For 63 years, the SVCA has been     
here for South Venice, for YOU! 

With your support, we are a strong voice           
in Sarasota County  

MEMBERSHIP MAKES US STRONG! 
When we’re strong, we are heard at the County 

on  civic and service issues that affect South 
Venice— like tree trimming, ditch mowing, code 

enforcement, mosquito spraying, drain maintenance, zoning, permitting, water and sewer.   
Together, we work to keep South Venice Beach a community to be proud of!  

Beautiful Neighborhoods  Initiative  •  Water Quality Task Force •   Siesta Waterway Clean-up   •  Shamrock 
Park Clean-up    •   Community   Emergency Response Team  •  International Coastal Cleanup  •  Government 

Affairs Committee to track issues and  liaise with Sarasota County  



Page 9

1 2Patronize the advertisers 
in this month’s newsletter

Ask the business for 
your Community Cash 
ticket OR a copy of 
your receipt & clip this 
ad   

3 Mail it back to us at:
Community Media
220 Bahama Street
Venice, FL 34285

4 Every month we draw new 
tickets for CASH PRIZES and 
mail winners a check!

Community Media (Your Newsletter Publisher) Presents: 

How it works:

Every Month is a New Chance to Win!
1 drawing for $100
10 drawings for $10In Cash Prizes Available Monthly

Remember, the only way to win is to patronize the 
advertisers in this newsletter.  They are the reason your 
newsletter is free, so show your support!

 • Limit one ticket per advertiser’s service per quarter( 3 month period)• 
Customer must have paid for advertiser's service to play • 

Contest void where prohibited by law •
• Checks will be mailed within 60 days of drawing date •

More Chances to Win:
Recommend a business you currently use that should 
advertise in this newsletter.  When you continue to use 
them you increase your chances for Community Cash!
Submit to info@4communitymedia.com or 941-375-3699

Michael Larocca ...................  $100 ............... Ray Duncan Plumbing 
Mary Bettis  .............................. $10 ............... Underhome Armor LLC
Karen Cook ............................... $10 ............... AMS, Inc.
Robert Korzi.............................. $10 ............... Royal Enterprises
Sandy Medina.......................... $10 ............... Modern Pest Control, Inc.
Elin Gottschalk......................... $10 ............... Community Roo�ng of Florida, Inc.
Joseph Piacentini.................... $10 ............... Modern AC & Appliance Service
Barbara Co�man..................... $10 ............... Appliance Specialty, Inc.
Joanne Cross ............................ $10 ............... E & E Gliddon Air Conditioning, Inc.
Carol Dufrey.............................. $10 ............... Rod Runners, Inc.
Vickie Kayko ............................. $10 ............... Shanna Bender, LMT

Drawing Date - 7/13/18

VendorWinner 

$ Published by: 

For advertising information
please call 941-375-3699

Exotic Landscape 
& Lawncare, Inc.

941-486-0691
Licensed & Insured

Complete Landscape Design
Installation & Maintenance

Tree Trimming
& Removal

Lawn Maintenance

Proudly Serving Sarasota County for over 17 years

Call Sam @
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Home Sales: MAY 16 to JULY 15, 2018 
 Address                                        HTD     BE    FB      Built         Pool    Garage   ADOM      List Price         Close Price    
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State of the Market   
KELLEY ANN AYERS, EXIT Realty 
A DOUBLE PERIOD this edition of the WAVE., 
so sales are from May 16 though July 15, the 
cut-off date for publication! We are keeping 
pace with 72 sales in this period compared 
to thirty five sales at the end of Season. Of 
those sales, four closed over $300,000 (one 

was at 299K!) Only 29 closed under $200,000 and nothing 
closed under $100,000. The highest sale was on Linden on the 
creek and it sold for $350,000. The average “sold price per 
square foot” was $151.65, which is our normal and consistent 
with square foot price lately. The average sale price this period 
was $213,081, good news for homeowners of South Venice 
Beach! There only 67 active listings at the time of this article. 
That is even lower than last month and is again a very low num-
ber of active listings for our neighborhood.  Forty-five homes are 
currently under contract and waiting to close,  a strong number! 
It is still a Strong Seller’s Market! The inventory is even lower 
than it has been and home values are up!  If you are thinking of 
selling it definitely is a very good time to list your home! Please 
call for a free market analysis!  
Disclaimer: The sales information was gathered from the Multi-
ple Listing Service (MLS). The sales were by various participants 
of MLS. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 
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 CURRENT RESIDENT OR 
  

A proven performer and a professional, 
dedicated, full time real estate agent.

1314 East Venice Avenue, Venice, FL 34285
Alliance Group

Voted Best Real Estate Agent
REMax Hall of Fame Award
Lifetime Achievement Award

TO LIST or SELL, CALL: 
(941) 544-3775 | (941) 488-6262

email: GaeStew@aol.com
Gae Stewart-Dudley   GRI, CRSGae Stewart-Dudley   GRI, CRS

MASTER
PLUMBERS

Plumbing Septic Gas
• Repipes • Inspections • Water Heaters
• Leak Detections • ATU Maintenance • Boilers
• Water Heaters • Pumpings • Tankless
• Garbage Disposals • Repairs    Water Heaters
• Backflows • Installations • Repairs
• Plumbing Repairs  • Pump Stations • Installations
• Remodels/ New Construction
• Sewer and Water Hookups    

              Fully Licensed and Insured #CFC1427155

$25
Backflow Test

when you
mention this ad

Call Today for a FREE Estimate!!
Northport 429-8200

Venice/Sarasota 497-7900
Bradenton 747-9700

www.masterplumbersandseptic.com

Mention this 
ad and save

10%

Coupon
10% OFF 
Your Next Plumbing 

Service
(value not to exceed $100)

Soak Up Summer Savings with

limit one coupon per service call

• Repipes & Repairs
• Tub & Shower Units
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
• Backflows
• Remodels/New Const.
• Water Hookups
• Well & Plumbing
   Inspections

• Septic Inspections
• ATU Maintenance
• Repairs
• Installations
• Pump Stations
• Sewer Hookups

$25 
BackFlow Test

when you mention this ad

limit one coupon per service call

MASTER
PLUMBERS


